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Apostolic Scriptures—where passages directly applying to the LORD 
are applied to Yeshua, with Him integrated into the Divine Identity.30 
 
 
Is it really true that Yeshua was resurrected on Sunday? 

 
Aside from all of the debates surrounding the chronology of 

Yeshua’s frequently-called “Passion Week”—which are present in both 
evangelical Protestantism and the Messianic movement—it can be 
legitimately challenged from the Greek text of Matthew 28:1 whether 
or not the Messiah was resurrected on a Sunday morning. In most 
versions, the text reads something like, “Now after the Sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary came to look at the grave” (NASU). Notably different 
from this is the 1901 American Standard Version, which has, 

 
“Now late on the sabbath day, as it began to dawn toward the first 
day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see 
the sepulcher” (Matthew 28:1, ASV). 
 
Also to be noted is how Richmond Lattimore’s speciality 

translation begins Matthew 28:1 with, “Late on the sabbath.” 
The difference between “after” or “late on” depends how one 

renders the Greek preposition opse, which can mean “after a long 
time, late,” or applied as “late in the day, at even” (LS).31 Did the 
Marys leave to go to Yeshua’s tomb on Sunday morning, or late on the 
Sabbath day on what we would consider Saturday evening? 

Certainly, by the first day of the week, the Marys and many of the 
Disciples had discovered that Yeshua the Messiah had resurrected 
from the dead. Many in historical Christianity have believed that 
because of Yeshua’s so-called “Sunday morning resurrection” that it 
validates the transference of the Sabbath to Sunday, or the institution 

 
30 For further consideration, consult Robert M. Bowman, Jr. and J. Ed 

Komoszewski, Putting Jesus in His Place: The Case for the Deity of Christ (Grand 
Rapids: Kregel, 2007); Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the God of Israel (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2008). 

31 H.G. Liddell and R. Scott, An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1994), 582. 
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of “the Lord’s Day” in place of the Sabbath or as something new 
altogether. Yet, the Apostolic testimony which we see in the Book of 
Acts continues to indicate that the Messiah followers continued to 
observe the seventh-day Sabbath. The “first day” Biblically understood 
begins in the evening on Saturday, and would have been an appropriate 
time for the First Century Believers to handle the business and 
financial affairs of their assemblies, which they would have not done 
on the Sabbath. 
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