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THE RESTORATION  
OF ALL THINGS  

AND THE EMERGENCE  
OF THE MESSIANIC 

MOVEMENT 
Anyone, who surveys the spectrum of today’s broad Messianic 
movement, should be able to acknowledge that something very 
unique and special is going on, and that God is truly moving! 
Four to five decades ago in the late 1960s, the contemporary 
Messianic Jewish movement formally began, some thinking that 
its arrival on the scene was connected to the retaking of the Old 
City of Jerusalem by Israel in 1967. Throughout the 1980s and 
1990s, many Messianic Jewish congregations and fellowships 
began being planted in North America and across the world, as 
places where Jewish Believers could believe in Yeshua (Jesus) as 
the Messiah, and still maintain a high level of being Jewish—
keeping the seventh-day Sabbath/Shabbat, the appointed times, 
kosher, and having a generally traditional Synagogue 
experience, hopefully still feeling connected to other Jews.1 

 
1 A wide amount of literature is present on the development of 

contemporary Messianic Judaism, from Messianic Jews, evangelical Christians, 
and Jews in general, summarizing some of its different leaders, and the different 
contours, perspectives, and visions present. This includes, but is not limited to: 

Daniel C. Juster, Growing to Maturity (Denver: The Union of Messianic Jewish 
Congregations Press, 1987); Jewish Roots (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 1995); 



WHEN WILL THE MESSIAH RETURN? 

  

 

126 

From the late 1990s onward, while Messianic Judaism has 
helped to present the good news of Yeshua to many Jewish 
people, and has significantly grown as a result—many 
evangelical Christian Believers, non-Jewish people, have been 
drawn to Messianic things. Much of this is so they can simply 
have a better handle on the Tanach or Old Testament (and in 
many cases, Bible prophecy as well), understand the Jewishness 
of Jesus better, and for many non-Jewish Believers (although 
provocatively for some, to be sure), being desirous of wanting to 
live like Yeshua and the Apostles in obedience to the Torah or 
Law of Moses.2 

While today’s Messianic movement is not immune to its 
problems, and has gone through its fair share of controversies 
and splits—being a group of limited human beings—at 
Messianic congregations and fellowships where the Lord Yeshua 
is lifted up, Jewish and non-Jewish Believers have widely put a 
past history of suspicion and anti-Semitism behind them. People 
who are genuinely in-tune to the leading of the Holy Spirit are 
heeding a word like Jeremiah 6:16: “Stand by the ways and see 
and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is, and walk in 

 
David H. Stern, Messianic Jewish Manifesto (Clarksville, MD: Jewish New 
Testament Publications, 1992); Carol Harris-Shapiro, Messianic Judaism: A Rabbi’s 
Journey through Religious Change in America (Boston: Beacon Press, 1999); Dan 
Cohn-Sherbok, ed., Messianic Judaism (London and New York: Continuum, 
2000); ed. Voices of Messianic Judaism (Baltimore: Lederer Books, 2001); John 
Fischer, ed., The Enduring Paradox: Exploratory Essays in Messianic Judaism 
(Baltimore: Lederer, 2000); Louis Goldberg, ed., How Jewish is Christianity? 2 
Views on the Messianic Movement (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003); Mark S. 
Kinzer, Post-Missionary Messianic Judaism: Redefining Christian Engagement with the 
Jewish People (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2005); Richard Harvey, Mapping 
Messianic Jewish Theology: A Constructive Approach (Milton Keynes: Paternoster, 
2009); Paul Liberman, The Fig Tree Blossoms: The Emerging of Messianic Judaism 
(Kudu Publishing, 2012). 

2 Various books of note, which have taken to address the issue of non-Jewish 
involvement and participation in the Messianic movement, and/or unity with 
Jewish Believers, include: 

Ariel and D’vorah Berkowitz, Take Hold (Littleton, CO: First Fruits of Zion, 
1999); Tim Hegg, Fellow Heirs: Jews & Gentiles Together in the Family of God 
(Littleton, CO: First Fruits of Zion, 2003); D. Thomas Lancaster, Restoration: 
Returning the Torah of God to the Disciples of Jesus (Littleton, CO: First Fruits of 
Zion, 2005); Grafted In: Israel, Gentiles, and the Mystery of the Gospel (Marshfield, 
MO: First Fruits of Zion, 2009); Sid Roth, The Incomplete Church: Bridging the Gap 
Between God’s Children (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2007); Robert F. Wolff, 
ed., Awakening the One New Man (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2011); Myles 
Weiss, An Epic Love Story: Jews & Gentiles One in Messiah (Dallas: Zola Levitt 
Ministries, 2011); Michael Cohen, Two into One will Go: Jews and Christians 
Destined to Become One (San Giovanni Teatino, Italy: Destiny Image Europe, 2012). 
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it; and you will find rest for your souls.” They are all trying to 
understand what the Lord originally has wanted for His people, 
and where He is leading His people in anticipation of the 
Messianic Age. 

A major precursor to the return of the Messiah is definitely 
the emergence of the contemporary Messianic movement, 
composed of both Jewish and non-Jewish Believers, with their 
attention highly focused on the Land of Israel, and the 
restoration of a Torah foundation to the Body of Messiah. 
 

THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS 
The most important event in human history is obviously the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus 
Christ), as it has provided final atonement and permanent 
forgiveness for human sins. People need to confess of their sins 
and receive Yeshua into their lives, in order to be reconciled to 
their Creator. The second most important event in human 
history, may be said to be the giving of the Ten Commandments 
by God to Moses on Mount Sinai. With the revelation of the Ten 
Words to Ancient Israel on stone tablets, and the subsequent 
formal giving of the Torah, all of God’s own have been given a 
definite standard of right and wrong, and a code of conduct on 
how to live their lives. 

There are obviously many details to be considered when one 
reviews the Gospels, for the horrific death of the Messiah and 
His triumphant resurrection over the grave—as well as when one 
reviews the Book of Exodus for what took place in the time after 
the parting of the Red Sea and the Israelites waiting at Mount 
Sinai for God’s instructive revelation to them. One of the major 
events, associated with the giving of the Torah to Ancient Israel, 
is the subsequent incident of the golden calf in Exodus ch. 32. 
Many of the people thought that Moses had died up on the 
mountain, they had gotten impatient, and so they fell into 
idolatry. When Moses returned, having interceded before the 
Lord for Him not to wipe out the whole population, Levites who 
had been loyal were sent out, and they slew 3,000 (Exodus 
32:26-28). 

God’s revelation to Ancient Israel at Mount Sinai is widely 
involved with the holiday of Shavuot, also commonly called 
Pentecost. God’s giving of the Torah was subsequently enjoined 
with 3,000 deaths. There are certainly appropriate parallels and 
connections to be made between the different events involved 
around the first Shavuot at Mount Sinai, and what many 
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Christians today call the Day of Pentecost in Acts ch. 2. People 
from all over the Jewish Diaspora had gathered in Jerusalem for 
the festival of Shavuot, and with this day occurring immediately 
following the ascension of Yeshua into Heaven (Acts 1:1-11), the 
Holy Spirit was to be definitively poured out. Those gathered 
and present heard the good news spoken to them in their native 
dialects, and around 3,000 were saved (Acts 2:41), with more 
being continually added (Acts 2:46). A definite transition was in 
the process of taking place, with salvation history moving 
forward. The Apostle Peter had specifically appealed to the 
prophecy of Joel about God’s Spirit being poured out on all flesh 
(Acts 2:14-21; Joel 2:28-32)—although it is obvious that there are 
still components of Joel’s prophecy, and many other Tanach 
prophecies and expectations, which are still yet to be realized.3 

No one can deny the significance of Shavuot/Pentecost for 
our faith, as the narrative of the Book of Acts conveys a steady 
spread and outreach of the good news of Yeshua the Messiah 
and His salvation, to not only the Jewish population of the First 
Century Mediterranean, but also to scores of people from the 
nations at large (cf. Acts 2:39). One aspect of the early declaration 
of the gospel by the Apostles, as communicated by Acts, and 
which is associated with the outpouring of the Spirit at Shavuot, 
is seen in the words of the Apostle Peter, who spoke the 
following at the portico of Solomon: 

 
“The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
has glorified His servant Yeshua, the one whom you delivered 
and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided 
to release Him. But you disowned the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to 
death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the 
dead, a fact to which we are witnesses. And on the basis of faith 
in His name, it is the name of Yeshua which has strengthened 
this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes 
through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence 
of you all. And now, brethren, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, just as your rulers did also. But the things which 
God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, 
that His Messiah would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 
Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped 
away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the 

 
3 For some useful discussions surrounding the importance of 

Shavuot/Pentecost for today’s Messianic Believers, consult the relevant sections 
of the Messianic Spring Holiday Helper by Messianic Apologetics. 
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presence of the Lord; and that He may send Yeshua, the 
Messiah appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until 
the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke 
by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. Moses 
said, ‘THE LORD GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME 

FROM YOUR BRETHREN; TO HIM YOU SHALL GIVE HEED 
[Deuteronomy 18:15-16] to everything He says to you. And it 
will be that every soul that does not heed that prophet shall be 
utterly destroyed from among the people.’ And likewise, all 
the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his 
successors onward, also announced these days” (Acts 3:13-24). 
 
Here in Peter’s preaching, one witnesses some important 

statements made about how Yeshua the Messiah was unjustly put 
to death by the Jewish religious leaders, but how redemption is 
also available in Him. The word of Deuteronomy 18:15-16 is 
appealed to, as Yeshua is a Prophet greater than Moses, and the 
acceptance of His message guarantees one a place among the 
company of the righteous. 

Two remarks made by Peter, which tend to get a great 
amount of traction in many sectors of our broad Messianic 
community today, include his appeal to “times of refreshing” 
(Acts 3:19) and how “heaven must receive [Him] until the period 
of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth 
of His holy prophets from ancient time” (Acts 3:21). Many 
contemporary charismatic Christians take “times of refreshing” 
as relating to a significant outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is 
certainly borne forth in the record of the Book of Acts. Many 
contemporary Messianic Believers look at “the restoration of all 
things” as relating to the message of the Prophets of Israel taking 
place, most significantly with the final stages of Israel’s 
restoration—with the Messianic movement as a major player in 
it. 

There is little doubting that if the “restoration of all things” 
(the KJV has “restitution of all things,” and the NRSV has 
“universal restoration”)4 involves a great deal of what the 
Prophets of Israel foretold and anticipated, that many of the 
First Century Believers—and consequently many of us today—
had a great deal of spiritual, psychological, and intellectual 
reflection to consider on what this involved. Such a restoration 
was much bigger than they could initially perceive. Trying to 
understand the trajectory of salvation history, and where God is 

 
4 Grk. apokatastaseōs pantōn. 
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genuinely leading His people, is not something easy to fully 
diagnose—as it actually involves understanding God’s intention 
of returning things to the way He originally intended! 
Nevertheless, as the good news was proclaimed in the ancient 
world, while you had various Jewish people reject it, you also 
had those like the Bereans, who “received the word with great 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these 
things were so” (Acts 17:11). 

Many great things have happened in today’s broad Messianic 
community, somehow focused around a credo of “the 
restoration of all things.” There are congregations and 
ministries which have focused the attention of God’s people on 
seeing Jewish people come to faith in Yeshua, evangelical 
Christians appreciate and tangibly embrace their Hebraic Roots, 
and with people paying attention to events in Israel and the 
world, waiting—patiently we should hope—for the return of the 
Messiah. And, there are some others who have used a message of 
“the restoration of all things” to promote hype and 
sensationalism, and who really have not put a great deal of time 
or effort into defining what such a “restoration” actually is or will 
be. 

If indeed “the restoration of all things” includes the message 
of the Prophets, then ultimately only a person being committed 
diligent Bible study, can be the appropriate answer for defining 
what it is—something which tends to take each one committed 
to faith and trust in God a lifetime. Yet, there are some definite 
areas which need to be considered, as they involve the spread of 
the good news in the First Century, the anticipated restoration of 
Israel and the salvation of the nations, and emergence of the 
Messianic movement today. 
 

ECCLESIOLOGY AND ESCHATOLOGY 
A significantly pressing question of the Disciples, before 

Yeshua’s ascension into Heaven, was “Lord, is it at this time You 
are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). The Messiah’s 
answer to them was to focus their attention on the mission of 
seeing people brought to redemption: “It is not for you to know 
times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own 
authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:7-8; cf. Matthew 28:19-21). 
There was still much work to be done, with specifically declaring 
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the good news of His Kingdom reign (Matthew 24:14), which 
would need to precede His return. 

In today’s contemporary Messianic community, we all 
rightly recognize that events have been in motion in the past 
century, which will lead up to the culmination of the Disciples’ 
question in Acts 1:6. Historically speaking, the Jewish experience 
for the past two millennia has not only not been ideal, but it has 
been bereft with great tragedy. The fall of Jerusalem in 70 C.E. 
to the Romans, the expulsion of most Jews from the Holy Land, 
the terrible bigotry and hatred exhibited in Medieval Europe to 
the Jewish people, forced conversions to Christianity on the 
threat of death, and ultimately the horrors of the Holocaust—are 
undeniably things which can only be fully rectified by the 
Messiah Himself and His arrival on this planet. Today’s 
Messianic movement looks positively on the rise of Zionism in 
the late 1800s, the great sympathies of many Christians to see a 
Jewish state established in the Middle East, much of the 
reconciliation and goodwill that has been established between 
Jews and Christians, and the continued attention focused on 
what will be the hub of Planet Earth during the Messianic Age. 

One of the important questions which was asked in the First 
Century, and is asked today, is what the relationship of the non-
Jewish Believer to Israel actually is. In spite of some of his own 
personal limitations toward those of the nations that had to be 
resolved (cf. Acts 10), the Apostle Peter did declare at 
Shavuot/Pentecost how “the promise is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call 
to Himself” (Acts 2:39). He definitely acknowledged here that the 
calling of people into God’s salvation is for all of humanity. No 
one should ever doubt that Yeshua is the Messiah of Israel, given 
Peter’s assertion, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for 
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Messiah” (Acts 
2:36)—but the grand reception of Messiah faith by many Greeks, 
Romans, and others from the nations in the First Century, 
definitely raised issues on who these people were and what 
community they were a part of, as they received Israel’s Messiah 
into their lives. 

Ecclesiology, or the study of God’s elect, is a key component 
of each Bible reader’s theology.5 It affects how people read the 

 
5 A standard definition of “ecclesiology” is provided by the Pocket Dictionary 

of Theological Terms, 42: 
“The area of theological study concerned with understanding the church 

(derived from the Greek word ekklēsia, ‘church’). Ecclesiology seeks to set forth 
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narrative of Scripture through the original promises given to 
Abraham, the experiences of Ancient Israel through the Exodus 
and Conquest of Canaan, the two exiles to Assyria and Babylon, 
the return of the exiles and the development of Messianism, and 
the arrival of Yeshua the Messiah onto the scene of history. No 
Bible reader denies that Yeshua is the Messiah of Israel, and that 
He is to bring resolution to all of Israel’s perils and problems. Yet 
perhaps quite controversial for some of the ancient Jewish 
Believers, and even a few Jewish Believers today, is the steadfast 
word of Isaiah 49:6: 

“It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise 
up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; 
I will also make You a light of the nations so that My salvation 
may reach to the end of the earth.” 

This passage is directly associated with the mission of the 
Messiah and the spread of the good news, not only among the 
First Century Jewish people, but also the nations at large (Luke 
2:32; cf. Acts 13:47; 26:23). While many of Yeshua’s first disciples 
were likely expecting Him to bring about some kind of grand 
political restoration of Israel in the First Century, His First 
Coming was to inaugurate a spiritual restoration not only for His 
own Jewish people, but to bring a decisive answer to the sin 
problem of all humankind. The salvation of the nations is 
innately connected to Israel’s restoration. But, when non-Jewish 
people come to faith in Israel’s Messiah, do they become 
integrated into the Kingdom reign of Israel, or are they 
integrated into some other separate group? 

Much of the discussion and debate surrounding pre-
millennial eschatology, and whether or not there is a pre- or 
post-tribulational gathering of the saints, surrounds ecclesiology. 
Prominent pre-tribulationist John F. Walvoord once wrote, “It 
is...not too much to say that the rapture is determined more by 
ecclesiology than eschatology. Literature on both sides of the 
question has been characterized by failure to give this fact its 
proper importance.”6 In his estimation, in order for examiners 
to correctly diagnose when the saints will be gathered into the 
clouds, they must correctly understand who God’s elect are. And 

 
the nature and function of church. It also investigates issues such as the mission, 
ministry and structure of the church, as well as its role in the overall plan of 
God.” 

6 John F. Walvoord, The Rapture Question (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1957), 
16. 
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once they do this, then they can have a better idea about when 
the Messiah returns for them. 

In almost every instance among pre-tribulationists, for sure, 
Israel in regard to God’s elect is defined as exclusively being the 
ethnic Jewish people. It is actually not too hard, with some pre-
tribulational teachings, to detect anti-Semitism or views which 
should be considered anti-Jewish. I can recall hearing a call-in 
show on Christian radio back in 2001, where the timing of the 
rapture was being debated. One man in favor of pre-
tribulationism called up and said, “Isn’t it true that the 
Tribulation is for the Jew?” Some of the participants on the show, 
who were pre-tribulationists, agreed with him, and others did 
not—but all advised that he be careful in his tone of speech. 

One participant on the show, a post-tribulationist, was quick 
to correct the attitude demonstrated by the caller, by quoting 
Romans 2:9-10: “There will be tribulation and distress for every 
soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 
but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.” I quickly remembered how 
Paul also warned against those boasting against the Jewish people 
in his teaching of the olive tree: “Do not be arrogant, but be 
afraid. For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not 
spare you either” (Romans 11:20b-21, NIV). 

Both the Jewish person and non-Jewish person will suffer the 
antimessiah/antichrist, although many contemporary Christians 
believe, most inappropriately, that the Jewish people are 
responsible for the death of the Messiah, and so they conclude 
that the Jews must experience the Tribulation period to 
somehow purge themselves of their guilt. Yet, it was not the 
Jewish people who crucified Christ, because all of our sins 
collectively as human beings put the Messiah on the cross, and 
His execution is to be mainly blamed on the powers of the age (1 
Corinthians 2:8).7 Yeshua the Messiah is the Lion of the Tribe of 

 
7 There are certainly some issues surrounding Paul’s statement in 1 

Thessalonians 2:14-15, and the punctuation present in modern English versions, 
i.e., “the Jews, who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets” (NASU). A non-
restrictive reading, removing a comma which does not appear in the source text 
(hupo tōn Ioudaiōn tōn kai ton Kurion apokteinantōn Iēsoun kai tous prophētas), 
communicates, “the Jews who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and 
persecuted us” (HCSB), which would lean more toward the Jewish religious 
leaders who oversaw the trial of Yeshua and/or those who saw to the expulsion of 
Paul and his company from Thessalonica. 

The controversy surrounding this is discussed in the author’s commentary 
1&2 Thessalonians for the Practical Messianic. 
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Judah and is Jewish. He warned that He would say to those who 
treat His Jewish brethren maliciously, “Depart from Me, 
accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for 
the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). 

Rabbi Chaim Richman, who has served as director of the 
Temple Institute in Jerusalem, has stated quite clearly, regarding 
the pre-tribulation rapture doctrine, “We [the Jewish people] do 
not appreciate the idea that Jews are to be left behind and 
slaughtered while Christians fly away to heaven.”8 Although we 
should not accuse all pre-tribulationists of knowingly being anti-
Jewish—because many are not, and many do sincerely love the 
Jewish people and support the State of Israel—the pre-
tribulation rapture is a serious deterrent to Jewish evangelism. 
Believing in the pre-tribulation rapture is not a good testimony 
to far too many Jews, because it reflects on the view or sentiment 
that God is not that able to preserve His people through times of 
trial and difficulty. 

Via the growth and expansion of the Messianic movement, 
questions surrounding ecclesiology or God’s elect, have 
doubtlessly been asked. Many of these questions do concern our 
approach to eschatology and pre- versus post-tribulationism. 
Other questions concern the relationship of Jewish and non-
Jewish Believers together in the Body of Messiah, and what their 
responsibilities are. Are they all a part of Israel, or are they part 
of separate groups of elect? 

In much of today’s contemporary Christian thought, God has 
two groups of elect: Israel, or the ethnic Jewish people, and the 
Christian Church. Such a Christian Church is to be raptured into 
Heaven prior to the Tribulation period, and then the plan of 
God to restore Israel can apparently be culminated after the 
Seventieth Week of Israel’s horrific series of judgments. 

In much of today’s contemporary Messianic thought, things 
are not so clearly divided. It is true, to be certain, that there are 
leaders and people in today’s Messianic Jewish movement, who 
hold to a dispensational theology of God having two groups of 
elect, and who believe in the pre-tribulation rapture.9 Yet there 
are many others who do not hold to a pre-tribulation rapture, 

 
8 Orthodox Jews Want the Temple Rebuilt, Charisma Magazine, June 1993. 
9 This position would be especially represented by Arnold G. Fructenbaum, 

Israelology: The Missing Link in Systematic Theology, revised edition (Tustin, CA: 
Ariel Ministries, 1996). 
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and are post-tribulationists.10 On the whole in much of the 
Messianic world, one is likely to see an appeal made to Jewish 
and non-Jewish Believers being a part of the Commonwealth of 
Israel (Ephesians 2:11-13; 3:6). 

What this Commonwealth of Israel is, though, and how the 
Greek term politeia is to be approached, one does witness some 
variance. For some, the Commonwealth of Israel is just another 
synonym for “the Kingdom of God,” which is then composed of 
the ethnic Jewish people and the Christian Church. For many 
others though, including myself, the Apostle Paul spoke of non-
Jewish Believers possessing “citizenship in Israel” (Ephesians 
2:12, NIV), such a citizenship representing an expanded realm of 
Israel’s domain to be fully realized in the Messianic Age.11 

A pressing question for the Apostles was the restoration of 
Israel, and when one reads through the Book of Acts, they 
doubtlessly recognized that their fellow Jews, coming to faith in 
Yeshua, was a part of this. What to do with those from the nations, 
coming to faith in Yeshua, however, was quite a debate. The Jerusalem 
Council scene of Acts ch. 15, met to respond to a group of hyper-
conservative Pharisees who insisted that the new, non-Jewish 
Believers be circumcised as proselytes and ordered to keep the 
Torah, to be saved (Acts 15:1, 5). The Apostles would have 
nothing to do with this, as Peter testified how all human beings 
were to be saved from their sins by the grace of Yeshua (Acts 
15:11). In order to better understand what was actually taking 
place, James the Just, half-brother of Yeshua, directed how what 
was going on was in fulfillment of prophecy. He associated the 
salvation of the nations, with the raising up of David’s 
Tabernacle, as is seen in Amos 9:11-12: 

 
“‘In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, and wall 
up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in 
the days of old; that they may possess the remnant of Edom 
and all the nations who are called by My name,’ declares the 
LORD who does this” (Amos 9:11-12). 
 

 
10 A post-tribulational position is widely represented in Dan Juster and Keith 

Intrater, Israel, the Church and the Last Days (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 
1990). 

Also included among Messianic Jewish post-tribulationists is David H. Stern, 
Jewish New Testament Commentary (Clarksville, MD: Jewish New Testament 
Publications, 1995), 623. 

11 For a further discussion, consult the author’s commentary Ephesians for the 
Practical Messianic. 
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“With this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 
‘AFTER THESE THINGS I WILL RETURN, AND I WILL REBUILD THE 

TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH HAS FALLEN, AND I WILL REBUILD ITS 

RUINS, AND I WILL RESTORE IT, SO THAT THE REST OF MANKIND MAY 

SEEK THE LORD, AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE CALLED BY MY 

NAME,’ SAYS THE LORD, WHO MAKES THESE THINGS KNOWN FROM 

LONG AGO” (Acts 15:15-18). 
 
There is a noticeable difference with what James says in Acts 

15, as Luke narrates his quote with, “SO THAT THE REST OF 

MANKIND MAY SEEK THE LORD, AND ALL THE GENTILES WHO ARE 
CALLED BY MY NAME” (Acts 15:17). James does not follow the 
Hebrew text in Amos which reads sh’eirit Edom, but the 
Septuagint which reads with hoi kataloipoi tōn anthrōpōn. The LXX 
Jewish translators understood Edom to be connected to adam, the 
Hebrew word for “mankind, people” (HALOT),12 and they 
rendered it into Greek as “the remnant of men” (Apostle’s 
Bible),13 referring to God’s faithful remnant that would come 
forth out of humanity’s masses. 

The main point to be taken from Amos 9:11-12 and Acts 15:15-
18, is how in conjunction with the raising up of the Tabernacle of 
David, is that from the Hebrew (1) we find that the reign of Israel 
extends to Edom and to all the nations, and from the Greek (2) 
how people from all nations will seek the God of Israel, being 
Divinely called by Him. This does not at all sound like a totally 
new, separate group of elect called “the Church” being 
established. Instead, it speaks to the expansion of Israel’s 
restored Kingdom into the nations, and the righteous from the 
nations being incorporated into Israel’s polity. Those from the 
nations might not be ethnically or culturally Jewish, but they 
would be welcome participants in Israel’s restoration—and 
obviously no mortal person can stop “the words of the prophets” 
(Acts 15:15) from taking shape. And within the Prophets was the 
expectation for the nations to come to Zion to be taught God’s 
Torah (Micah 4:1-3; Isaiah 2:2-4), which as a part of the New 
Covenant is to be supernaturally written onto the hearts and 
minds of His people (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; cf. 
Hebrews 8:8-12; 10:16-17)—especially given Joel’s word that the 
Spirit will be poured out on “all flesh” (Joel 2:28, RSV; kol-basar). 

 
12 Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner, eds., The Hebrew & Aramaic 

Lexicon of the Old Testament, 2 vols. (Leiden, the Netherlands: Brill, 2001), 1:14. 
13 Or, “those remaining of humans” (New English Translation of the 

Septuagint). 
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But is it not true that Yeshua Himself said to Peter, “I also say 
to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My 
church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Matthew 
16:18)? Even though there are certainly debates over who or what 
“the rock” is, whether it is Peter, Peter’s faith, Peter representing 
the Apostles corporately, or most significantly Yeshua Himself—
many English readers automatically assume that Matthew 16:18 
communicates that the Messiah indeed founded a second group 
of elect via His ministry. However, this is something which can 
be easily challenged. 

The word commonly translated as “church” in our English 
Bibles is ekklēsia, from which the theological term ecclesiology, 
per the study of God’s elect, is obviously derived. BDAG defines 
it as “people with shared belief, community, congregation.”14 In 
the Hebrew Scriptures, the term qahal, “convocation, assembly” 
(CHALOT),15 widely refers to the congregation of Ancient Israel. 
The Septuagint, the ancient Greek translation of the Tanach 
produced approximately three centuries before Yeshua, 
frequently renders qahal as ekklēsia.16 When the Apostolic writers 
used the term ekklēsia, it is with this understanding in mind. 
They never see “the Church”—as we have often come to know it 
today—as being an entity separate from Israel.17 TDNT 
summarizes, 

“Since the NT uses a single term, translations should also try 
to do so, but this raises the question whether ‘church’ or 
‘congregation’ is always suitable, especially in view of the OT use 
for Israel and the underlying Hebrew and Aramaic…‘Assembly,’ 
then, is perhaps the best single term, particularly as it has both a 
congregate and an abstract sense, i.e., for the assembling as well 
as the assembly.”18 

 
14 BDAG, 303. 
15 William L. Holladay, ed., A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 

Testament (Leiden, the Netherlands: E.J. Brill, 1988), 315. 
16 “Usually, qāhāl is translated ekklēsia in the LXX, but in thirty-six instances it 

is sunagōgē” (Jack P. Lewis, “qāhāl,” in TWOT, 2:790). 
17 The note of the widely liberal Jewish Annotated New Testament is useful to 

keep in mind for Matthew 16:18: 
“Gk ‘ekklēsia’ (cf. 18.18), comparable to Heb ‘qahal,’ ‘congregation’ (Deut 4.10; 

9.10; 18.16; 31.30; 2 Sam 7; 1 Chr 17; 1QM 4.10)” (Aaron M. Gale, “The Gospel 
According to Matthew,” in Amy-Jill Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds., The Jewish 
Annotated New Testament, NRSV [Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011], 30). 

18 K.L. Schmidt, “ekklēsía,” in TDNT, 397. 
The Messianic Writings (2011) by Daniel Gruber widely renders ekklēsia as 

“assembly.” Among Christian versions, Young’s Literal Translation (YLT) and the 
Literal Translation (LITV) of the Holy Bible by Jay P. Green, also tend to have 
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Our Lord’s promise to Peter was “upon this rock I will build 
[oikodomēsō] My [assembly]” (Matthew 16:18). It cannot go 
overlooked how the source language in Matthew’s Gospel is 
appropriated directly from the Septuagint rendering of 
Jeremiah 33:7, where it is said “I will restore the fortunes of 
Judah and the fortunes of Israel and will rebuild [MT: benitim; 
LXX: oikodomēsō] them as they were at first” (cf. Jeremiah 31:4; 
Psalm 88:5). The Messiah’s intention was not to go and build a 
separate “Church,” but instead He came to bring about the 
restoration of Israel—something which is to affect both the 
Jewish people, those of Israel still in exile, and the nations (Isaiah 
49:6; Luke 2:32; et. al.). 

Jewish and non-Jewish Believers are together a part of the 
Commonwealth of Israel (Ephesians 2:11-13; 3:6) or the Israel of 
God (Galatians 6:16). Non-Jewish Believers, via their faith in 
Israel’s Messiah, are grafted-in to Israel’s olive tree (Romans 
11:17-18), even though they obviously will and should maintain a 
significantly noticeable level of their own ethnic and cultural 
distinctiveness.19 Together, all are to compose a “one new 
humanity” (Ephesians 3:15, NRSV/CJB), with the sin-laden 
effects of the old humanity decisively expunged by what Yeshua 
has brought by His sacrifice. Yeshua did not come to establish 
some separate “Church” entity; but He did come to bring 
salvation to His fellow Jewish people, and welcome those from 
the nations into an expanded realm of Israel.20 

 
 
 

 
“assembly.” (In the various Author Rendering sections of the Practical Messianic 
commentaries by Messianic Apologetics, “assembly” has also been employed for 
ekklēsia.) 

19 Examining the complex dynamics of this, and especially the widespread, 
although most unappreciated, acceptance of complementarianism in the broad 
Messianic community, will doubtlessly be a major issue to be considered by the 
current generation of Messianic people and their immediate successors. 

For our part as a ministry, Outreach Israel and Messianic Apologetics fully 
embrace and promote an ideology of mutual submission, where all of the gifts, 
talents, and skills of Jewish and non-Jewish male and female Believers can be 
honored and incorporated for the betterment of the faith community. 

20 Some useful discussions on the state of ecclesiology in today’s Messianic 
movement are seen in Tim Hegg, I Will Build My Ekklesia: An Introduction to 
Ecclesiology (Tacoma, WA: TorahResource, 2009). 

Also consult the author’s publication Are Non-Jewish Believers Really a Part of 
Israel?, as well as “Considering Messianic Jewish Fears of Replacement and 
Irrelevance,” in the Messianic Torah Helper (forthcoming). 
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THE WIDESCALE JEWISH REJECTION OF YESHUA 
AND THE FULLNESS OF THE NATIONS 

The Apostolic Scriptures certainly testify to the fact that in 
the First Century, both in the Land of Israel and in the 
Mediterranean, that many people were positively impacted with 
the good news of Yeshua the Messiah. Jewish people recognized 
their Messiah, and Greeks and Romans came to a knowledge of 
the One True Creator and were freed from the clutches of sin. 
Yet the Apostolic Scriptures are also quite clear that there were 
many challenges. Many Jews, Greeks, and Romans widely 
rejected the good news of Yeshua, and opposed its 
dissemination. There were instances when figures like the 
Apostle Paul would travel to a synagogue, declare the gospel of 
the Messiah, and then shortly be forced to leave.21 

One of the most important passages of the New Testament, 
for generally all of today’s Messianic movement, is 
understandably Romans chs. 9-11. In this vignette, Paul expresses 
some of his deep anxiety and concern for his fellow Jews, who 
by this time in the mid-First Century, appear to be widely 
rejecting Yeshua as Savior. In communicating to the Roman 
Believers, whom he is preparing to visit, he emotes many of his 
concerns for the salvation of his countrymen, rightly 
recognizing how God is not at all finished with them—but also 
how the good news has been widely embraced by the nations for 
some special Divine purpose.22 Romans chs. 9-11 speak very 
salvation-historically, as Tanach passages from the history of 
Ancient Israel are appealed to. Within this absolutely “loaded” 
section of text, Paul states something very poignantly to the non-
Jewish Believers in Rome, many of whom run the serious and 
absolutely deplorable and condemnable risk of gloating over the 
widescale Jewish non-acceptance of Yeshua. Paul warned them 
to be quite sober, careful, and aware of the negative potential of 
what many of them were thinking. While acknowledging that 
the redeemed of the nations have been grafted-in to the olive 

 
21 For a review of how much of this took place, consult the author’s 

appendices “Commentary on Acts 16:11-40: Paul’s Visit to Philippi” in Philippians 
for the Practical Messianic, and “Commentary on Acts 17:1-15: Paul’s Visit to 
Thessalonica,” in 1&2 Thessalonians for the Practical Messianic. 

22 For an overview of the entire Epistle to the Romans, consult the author’s 
article “The Message of Romans,” appearing in the Messianic Torah Helper 
(forthcoming). 
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tree of Israel, the non-Jewish Believers were not to be arrogant 
or spiteful toward the Jewish people or the natural branches: 

 
“I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it 
never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the 
Gentiles, to make them jealous. Now if their transgression is 
riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, 
how much more will their fulfillment be! But I am speaking to 
you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of 
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if somehow I might move to 
jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them. For if 
their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead? If the first piece of dough 
is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy, the branches 
are too. But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, 
being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became 
partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be 
arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, 
remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root 
supports you. You will say then, ‘Branches were broken off so 
that I might be grafted in.’ Quite right, they were broken off 
for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be 
conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural 
branches, He will not spare you, either. Behold then the 
kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but 
to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; 
otherwise you also will be cut off. And they also, if they do not 
continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to 
graft them in again. For if you were cut off from what is by 
nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature 
into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are 
the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?” 
(Romans 11:11-24). 
 
The Apostle Paul asked the non-Jewish Believers in Rome a 

direct question about the then-present, widescale Jewish 
rejection of Messiah Yeshua: “If their tresspass means riches for 
the world, and their impoverishment means riches for the 
nations, how much more will their fullness mean!” (Kingdom 
New Testament). If the corporate rejection of the Jewish people 
to the Jewish Messiah results in the world coming to a saving 
knowledge of Him, posō mallon to plērōma autōn, “how much more 
their fullness” (TLV)? Here, the term plērōma is best taken to 
mean “that which is brought to fullness or completion” 
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(BDAG),23 which when applied to human beings in the Pauline 
letters, generally regards ethical, moral, or spiritual maturity.24 
When the time comes in history for the Jewish people to 
experience their fullness—a fullness that only the Messiah 
Himself can bring to them—one can only imagine the spiritual 
power and abilities which can be accessible for them! (And 
indeed today, when one encounters a Jewish Believer who has 
been truly changed by the Living Yeshua, the supernatural 
power present can be most awesome to witness.) 

The ancient First Century challenge, which has widely 
persisted throughout the centuries, has been that far too many 
non-Jewish Believers have not recognized that too many of the 
natural branches of Israel’s olive tree have been broken off. 
Quite the opposite of the Apostle Paul from being absolutely 
mortified over his own Jewish people widely rejecting their 
Messiah—many Christians throughout the centuries have 
gloated over it, or have just been downright prideful and anti-
Semitic. Far too many Christian people have just haphazardly 
dismissed Paul’s personal distress over the widescale rejection of 
Yeshua on the part of his own Jewish people: “For I would pray 
that I myself were cursed, banished from Messiah for the sake of 
my people—my own flesh and blood, who are Israelites” 
(Romans 9:3-4a, TLV). 

While the calling of Israel to be a Kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation (Romans 11:29; cf. Exodus 19:6; Isaiah 42:6; 1 Peter 
2:5, 9) is something that can be shared with the redeemed of the 
nations who are grafted-in—there is no justification for anyone 
to claim that it has been taken away from the Jewish people and 
totally given to someone else. If, in the event that Believers from 
the nations have to mainly accomplish the calling of being a 
light of God to the world at large, more than the physical 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—such is a result of 
circumstance, and not at all something to be excited about. 
Yeshua Himself expressed the thought that even rocks could cry 
out, declaring of Him (Luke 19:40), meaning that redeemed 
human beings from the nations at large declaring of Him—as 
priests and a holy nation—can certainly take place. 

 
23 BDAG, 829. 
24 D.S. Lim, “Fullness,” in Dictionary of Paul and His Letters (Downers Grove, 

IL: InterVarsity, 1993), 319 concludes that for Romans 11:12, it “suggests moral or 
spiritual consummation.” 
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Paul’s word of Romans 11:25-27, which he notably does label 
as a “mystery,” presents some questions to each of us, which 
have started to be seriously considered in our day: 

 
“For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this 
mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own 
estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel 
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel 
will be saved; just as it is written, ‘THE DELIVERER WILL COME 

FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB. THIS IS 

MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS’” (cf. 
Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:31-34).25 
 
The complete restoration of Israel, decisively seen in the 

word “all Israel will be saved”—and by this we can safely assume 
that this means what will result from the return of the Messiah—
will not occur “until the fullness of the nations comes in” 
(Kingdom New Testament), achri ou to plērōma tōn ethnōn eiselthē. 

What is this “fullness of the nations”? A wide variety of 
English Bibles, reflecting a Calvinistic interpretation of a specific 
number of people predestined to eternal salvation, 
communicate “the full number of the Gentiles” (Romans 11:25, 
RSV/NIV/NRSV/ESV/HCSB). However, if the immediate, 
previous usage of plērōma in Romans 11:12 is taken into 
consideration—regarding the spiritual fullness that the Jewish 
people are to have when they recognize Yeshua as the Messiah—
then some kind of spiritual, ethical, and moral fullness (and 
likely also intellectual fullness) of those from the nations who 
have also acknowledged Him, can also be posited. 

What has been one of the most difficult things for non-
Jewish Believers, over many centuries, to really consider 
regarding their relationship with the Jewish people who have 
widely rejected the Messiah? Consider Paul’s word in Romans 
11:30-31: 

“For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have 
been shown mercy because of their disobedience, so these also 
now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to 
you they also may now be shown mercy.” 

One of the statements, which should immediately jump out 
at us from the text, is not just how Believers from the nations 
have been shown mercy—widely because of a Jewish rejection of 
the Messiah—but how “through your mercy they also may 

 
25 Aland, GNT, 551. 
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obtain mercy” (KJV).26 What if the “fullness of the nations” 
arriving on the scene of history does not involve some kind of 
predestined number of non-Jewish Believers coming to 
salvation, or some other proposed group of people27—but 
instead a spiritually mature group of Believers from the 
nations who are grand vessels of mercy to the Jewish people? 
Consider how difficult it has been to see this manifested in 
human history. Holding to “the fullness of the nations” entering 
in, being a group of Believers of an excelsior spiritual, ethical, 
and moral variety—and thusly bringing about the full 
restoration of Israel’s Kingdom realm, consummate via the 
Messiah’s arrival—is probably the most difficult interpretation. 
And it is not difficult because it accounts for how plērōma 
appears in either Romans 11:12 or 11:25; it is difficult because it 
challenges all of today’s non-Jewish Believers to evaluate 
whether or not they are truly demonstrating the mercy of 
Yeshua the Messiah, and significant empathy and understanding, 
toward their Jewish brothers and sisters. This involves, on the 
part of today’s non-Jewish Believers, a great deal of effort, 
spiritual, intellectual, and philosophical reasoning to strive to 
understand the Jewish struggle throughout history—as opposed 
to some of the arrogant and obnoxious trends which have been 
witnessed in recent years.28 

Thankfully, via the emergence of today’s Messianic 
movement, and Jewish and non-Jewish Believers striving to put 
a complicated past widely behind themselves, many of the 
mistakes that Paul warned the Romans about are being solved. It 

 
26 Be aware of some of the translation differences in Romans 11:31 regarding 

to humeterō eleei, hina kai autoi [nun] eleēthōsin, rendered by in the LITV as “so that 
they also may obtain mercy by your mercy.” Here, the dative clause to humeterō 
eleei is taken to be “your mercy.” 

In the view of Jamieson, Fausett & Brown’s Commentary (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1961), 1173 Paul “seems to mean that it will be by the instrumentality 
of believing Gentiles that Israel as a nation is at length to ‘look on Him whom 
they have pierced and mourn for Him,’ and so to ‘obtain mercy.’” This would 
support the premise that only by non-Jewish Believers being “the fullness of the 
nations,” fullness representing a spiritual and ethical maturity, and be vessels of 
mercy to the Jewish people, that the restoration of all Israel will finally 
commence. 

27 There has certainly been a great deal of controversy caused in some 
Messianic sectors, between a possible connection between the Greek to plērōma 
tōn ethnōn and the Hebrew melo-ha’goyim, used by the Patriarch Jacob (Genesis 
48:19). Yet, none have really probed the ethical, moral, and spiritual aspects of 
“fullness.” 

28 Consult the chapter, “Anti-Semitism in the Two-House Movement,” in the 
author’s forthcoming book, Israel in Future Prophecy. 
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is not an easy process to be sure, and various voices within our 
broad Messianic faith community29 have made some severe 
mistakes along the way—especially in being welcoming to all 
people—but progress is being steadily made. As it is made, we 
should be able to witness the completion of the Tanach or Old 
Testament prophecies which Paul made reference to in Romans 
11:25-26 (cf. Isaiah 59:20-21; 27:9; Jeremiah 31:31-34), which when 
decompressed from their wider cotext, include the important 
words: 

 
“‘A Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from 
transgression in Jacob,’ declares the LORD. ‘As for Me, this is 
My covenant with them,’ says the LORD: ‘My Spirit which is 
upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth 
shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of 
your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring's 
offspring,’ says the LORD, ‘from now and forever” (Isaiah 
59:20-21). 
 
“Therefore through this Jacob's iniquity will be forgiven; and 
this will be the full price of the pardoning of his sin: When he 
makes all the altar stones like pulverized chalk stones; when 
Asherim and incense altars will not stand. For the fortified city 
is isolated, a homestead forlorn and forsaken like the desert; 
there the calf will graze, and there it will lie down and feed on 
its branches. When its limbs are dry, they are broken off; 
women come and make a fire with them, for they are not a 
people of discernment, therefore their Maker will not have 
compassion on them. And their Creator will not be gracious to 
them. In that day the LORD will start His threshing from the 
flowing stream of the Euphrates to the brook of Egypt, and 
you will be gathered up one by one, O sons of Israel. It will 
come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, 
and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who 
were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship the 
LORD in the holy mountain at Jerusalem” (Isaiah 27:9-13). 
 
“‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their 
fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out 

 
29 This would involve leaders and teachers in Messianic Judaism, the One 

Law/One Torah, and Two-House sub-movements, and their associated religious 
politics, maneuvering, and slandering of each another via various position 
statements (as opposed to actual theological analyses, exegesis papers, and 
commentaries on books of the Bible). 
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of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although 
I was a husband to them,’ declares the LORD. ‘But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will put My law within them and 
on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” 
for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them,’ declares the LORD, ‘for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more’” (Jeremiah 
31:31-34). 
 
These are the specific prophecies referenced by the Apostle 

Paul, although there are surely other key, related oracles.30 Yet, 

 
30 Making some useful references on the greeting of James 1:1, Douglas J. 

Moo, Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Letter of James (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2000), pp 49-50 references some appropriate Tanach passages to also 
be considered: Isaiah 11:11-12; Jeremiah 31:8-14; Ezekiel 37:21-22; Zechariah 10:5-
12: 

 
“Therefore thus says the LORD, ‘Behold I am bringing disaster on 
them which they will not be able to escape; though they will cry to 
Me, yet I will not listen to them. Then the cities of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they 
burn incense, but they surely will not save them in the time of their 
disaster’” (Isaiah 11:11-12). 
 
“‘Behold, I am bringing them from the north country, and I will 
gather them from the remote parts of the earth, among them the 
blind and the lame, the woman with child and she who is in labor with 
child, together; a great company, they will return here. With weeping 
they will come, and by supplication I will lead them; I will make them 
walk by streams of waters, on a straight path in which they will not 
stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn.’ 
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare in the coastlands 
afar off, and say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him and keep 
him as a shepherd keeps his flock.’ For the LORD has ransomed Jacob 
and redeemed him from the hand of him who was stronger than he. 
They will come and shout for joy on the height of Zion, and they will 
be radiant over the bounty of the LORD—Over the grain and the new 
wine and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; and 
their life will be like a watered garden, and they will never languish 
again. Then the virgin will rejoice in the dance, and the young men 
and the old, together, for I will turn their mourning into joy and will 
comfort them and give them joy for their sorrow. I will fill the soul of 
the priests with abundance, and My people will be satisfied with My 
goodness,’ declares the LORD” (Jeremiah 31:8-14). 
 
“Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will take the sons of 
Israel from among the nations where they have gone, and I will gather 
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we should most especially be able, when considering the above 
quotations, to understand the tenor of his doxology in Romans 
11:33-36: 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and 
unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE 
LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR [Isaiah 40:13, LXX; Job 
15:8; Jeremiah 23:18]? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT 

MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN [Job 41:3]? For from Him and 
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 
forever. Amen.” 

When the Messiah does finally return, and we can be 
informed directly from Him of all of the aspects of the mystery 

 
them from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will 
make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and 
one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two 
nations and no longer be divided into two kingdoms’”” (Ezekiel 37:21-
22). 
 
“They will be as mighty men, treading down the enemy in the mire of 
the streets in battle; and they will fight, for the LORD will be with them; 
and the riders on horses will be put to shame. I will strengthen the 
house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring 
them back, because I have had compassion on them; and they will be 
as though I had not rejected them, for I am the LORD their God and I 
will answer them. Ephraim will be like a mighty man, and their heart 
will be glad as if from wine; indeed, their children will see it and be 
glad, their heart will rejoice in the LORD. I will whistle for them to 
gather them together, for I have redeemed them; and they will be as 
numerous as they were before. When I scatter them among the 
peoples, they will remember Me in far countries, and they with their 
children will live and come back. I will bring them back from the land 
of Egypt and gather them from Assyria; and I will bring them into the 
land of Gilead and Lebanon until no room can be found for them. And 
they will pass through the sea of distress and He will strike the waves 
in the sea, so that all the depths of the Nile will dry up; and the pride 
of Assyria will be brought down and the scepter of Egypt will depart. 
And I will strengthen them in the LORD, and in His name they will 
walk,’ declares the LORD” (Zechariah 10:5-12). 
 
The greeting of James 1:1, “Jacob, a slave of God and of the Lord Yeshua the 

Messiah, To the twelve tribes in the Diaspora: Shalom!” (TLV) is further evaluated 
for its First Century dynamics in the author’s commentary James for the Practical 
Messianic (forthcoming in paperback 2013). The wider subject matter, reflected in 
the prophecies referenced above, will be considered in the author’s forthcoming 
work, Israel in Future Prophecy: Is There a Larger Restoration of the Kingdom to Israel?, 
where the specific significance of Tanach passages like Isaiah 11:12-16; Jeremiah 
31:6-10; Ezekiel 37:15-28; and Zechariah 10:6-10, and the controversy they have 
caused in the contemporary Messianic movement, will be fairly considered. 
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of which Paul spoke—then we will truly express our wonder at the 
great mind and purposes of our Eternal God. Until then, we can only 
continue to probe and inquire of what the Lord’s purposes 
actually are. 

While there are aspects of Romans chs. 9-11 which will 
continue to evade or perplex many readers and examiners, 
being a part of the grand mystery of God widely withheld to 
mortals—and which will hopefully drive us to Him for 
understanding; there is one thing which is no great mystery to 
God’s people: 

 
we need to each have salvation in Yeshua, be vessels of God’s 
grace and mercy to one another, and in so doing eagerly 
anticipate the Messiah’s return. 
 
How do we learn how to do this? Much of it regards the 

difficulty of applying the thrust of Philippians 2:4 to our own 
personal lives: “do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others.” In my own 
experience, a great burden of proof has been placed on not only 
today’s non-Jewish Believers who love Israel and the Jewish 
people—but specifically non-Jewish Messianic Believers, who 
are convicted that they are a part of the community of Israel 
along with their fellow Jewish Believers, yet might be experiencing 
some trials with them at present.31 

Speaking for myself and what I can do as a teacher, much can 
be solved by each of us seriously considering the tenor of 
Ephesians 5:21, “be subject to one another in the fear of 
Messiah,” as Jewish and non-Jewish Believers in today’s 
Messianic community learn to love and appreciate one another. 
For indeed, many of the contemporary challenges and growing 
pains we have encountered, have their decisive resolution in the 
Messiah’s own direction, “By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35, TLV). Yet 
the most challenging to be sure, especially as it regards the 
anticipated end-times, is our Lord’s word: “Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:13). In spite of the many challenges and difficulties we have to 
overcome in the days in front of us—will we be willing and able 
to make the ultimate sacrifice for one another? I actually believe 

 
31 Consult the author’s thoughts in his article “Is God’s Purpose Bigger?”, 

appearing in the Messianic Torah Helper by Messianic Apologetics (forthcoming). 
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that many of us will care for one another, to the point that we 
will... 
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