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THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 

Establishing  
Our Priorities 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me” 
(Exodus 20:2-3, NASU). 
 
“I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me” 
(Deuteronomy 5:6-7, NASU). 

 
The traditional Protestant division of the Ten Commandments does not 
open with “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt,” as it is usually considered to just be “You shall have no other gods 
before Me.” However, the traditional Jewish division of the Ten 
Commandments does include the statement “I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,” an affirmation of who God is 
to the people of Israel. Some non-Jewish Believers might have difficulty 
with the inclusion of this phrase, because they fail to understand that if 
they have faith in Israel’s Messiah, Yeshua, that they spiritually partake of 
the same heritage as does any Jewish person who knows that his or her 
ancestors were led out of Egypt by God (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4). Any 
member of the human race can be joined to the community of Israel. 
Consider the fact that there were Egyptians, Nubians, and others who 
sojourned along with the Israelites (Exodus 12:38)—and were indeed 
considered as a part of the community of Israel. The deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage affected far more than just Israel proper. 
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On a much greater scale, as born again Believers in Messiah Yeshua, it 
is important that we understand that just as the Ancient Israelites were 
delivered by God from their Egyptian taskmasters, so has our Deliverer 
Yeshua brought each of us out of slavery to sin into new life in Him. The 
deliverance of the Ancient Israelites from Egypt is the proclamation of the 
Holy One of Israel as the God of freedom—and surprisingly to many, 
following the Torah is what helps provide that freedom. This is why James 
the Just, the half-brother of Yeshua, says, “Keep speaking and acting like 
people who will be judged by a Torah which gives freedom” (James 2:14, 
CJB). It is a freedom to be what God wants us to be. 

In the Federalist Paper #51, James Madison wrote, “But what is 
government itself but the greatest of all reflections on human nature? If 
men were angels, no government would be necessary.”1 Madison is 
correct. If people were angelic, “perfect” beings, no system of government, 
laws, or instruction would probably be necessary. But human beings are 
not angels (and even one-third of the angels fell!), and even when we are 
forgiven and blood-washed Believers in Yeshua, we still require 
instruction. It is for this reason that the First Commandment tells us “I am 
the LORD your God…You shall have no other gods before Me.” 

When God says that He wants no other before Him—He means it! The 
Lord is God and as such He gets to have total control over our lives. He is 
the Creator and He gets to make the rules. We do not get to make the rules, 
and we certainly do not have the right to say that no rules apply to us. 

The root problem of antinomianism and the denial of God’s Torah on 
the part of many can be found, very simply, in this short declaration by 
our Creator. People in today’s world have made themselves out to be God, 
and they will really be darned if anyone tells them what to do. The Lord is 
not ruling the throne of their lives—they are. Many people are self-
absorbed and believe that the universe revolves around them—and this 
includes many Believers, of both the Christian and Messianic communities. 
It is for this simple reason why people will not place their will in the hands 
of God, and have Him control all aspects of their lives. 

We who have the Holy Spirit within us and have been regenerated 
need to get our priorities straight. We should not put money or things or 
other people ahead of Him. We need to place the Holy One of Israel at the 
front of our lives and allow our wills to conform to His perfect will. We do 

 
1 James Madison, “Publius: The Federalist Papers, #51,” in Mitchell Cohen and Nicole 

Fermon, eds., Princeton Readings in Political Thought (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
1996), 344. 
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this by endeavoring to obey Him in all aspects of our lives, asking Him to 
convict us every day of what we are doing wrong. We do this by obeying 
the commandments that He has given us in the Torah, and how they teach 
us about His perfect character. As Yeshua says, “seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” 
(Matthew 6:33, NASU). 

If we seek the Lord with all our beings and make Him the first priority 
in our lives, obeying Him, then He will see to it that we have what we 
need. We do not need to seek after worldly goods or acceptance for 
spiritual fulfillment. Rather, we need to seek the Lord and He will add 
what we need to us. But in order to do this, we must decrease and He must 
increase. We must cede more control over to Him and make some 
sacrifices. In order to find out what we must give up to conform to His 
will, we must turn to Him and to His Word. We must have an intimate 
relationship with God if we are truly to understand what He wants from 
us. 

In order to properly follow God, we must make Him the first priority 
in our lives. If we do not and we are only seeking personal gain, then is 
everything we do for nothing? Obeying God’s Torah comes out of a 
recognition of Him delivering us from bondage, and because we truly 
want to be identified as a part of His own. It is motivated by the love we 
are to have for God, and for us as Believers, His Son Yeshua. 
 
 

SUGGESTED STUDY QUESTIONS 
FOR CHAPTER 7 

 
1. How is the declaration in the First Commandment of the Lord leading Israel out 
of Egypt spiritually important? 
 
 
2. What is the root problem of disobedience to God in light of the First 
Commandment? 
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