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DAY  
THIRTY-NINE 

 

“More Songs to Sing” 

Psalm 98:1-9 
 
This is the third Psalm reflection in as many days that has a musical theme. As 

you take a close look at this particular song of praise, in Psalm 98:1-9, you will see 
that it has an emphasis on the final redemption of humanity. Its final verse, though, 
is one that reminds the reader of the inevitability of God’s righteous judgment. I 
believe that passages like these have been placed in Scripture so that we will take 
our daily walk with Him most seriously. Great confidence can be placed in the 
Holy One as we sing praises about the salvation He ensures. But before we consider 
humming a few bars, or even just reciting a few lines, from this particular Psalm—
be sure to offer up your own praise and remember to Count the Omer with 
thankfulness for Him! And if you listen (depending on where you are located), 
perhaps you will hear seas roaring, rivers clapping, or mountains singing in 
harmony with your joyful sound: 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
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Psalm 98:1-9 
A Psalm. O sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done wonderful 
things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for 
Him. The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His 
righteousness in the sight of the nations. He has remembered His 
lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the 
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout joyfully 
to the LORD, all the earth; break forth and sing for joy and sing 
praises. Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the 
sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout 
joyfully before the King, the LORD. Let the sea roar and all it 
contains, the world and those who dwell in it. Let the rivers clap 
their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy before the 
LORD, for He is coming to judge the earth; He will judge the world 
with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 
 
One of the wonderful things about songs is the innate ability to commit them 

to memory. Somehow in the different components of the human soul, when the 
lyrics of a song are combined with a melody or tune, and perhaps the use of 
different musical instruments, the united components stimulate recollection and 
harmony. The universal coding of the musical scales is wired into the universe. Music, like 
mathematics, is one of the most obvious common denominators that is consistent 
not only around the globe we inhabit, but also many millions of miles removed 
from our planet. One of the most stimulating sounds that I have ever heard is when 
a radio telescope listens at the different spectrums present in our solar system and 
beyond, probing various stellar phenomena for some sign of intelligence. Of 
course, I believe that the Ultimate Intelligence happens to be the Holy One of 
Israel! 

Psalm 98:1-9 can be sung with the various instruments recommended, 
including: stringed instruments, wind instruments, and percussion instruments. 
We are reminded from the opening verse that God is omnipotent and all-powerful: 
“His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him” (Psalm 98:1, ESV). 
God is so awesome that He does have the final victory over any who might oppose 
Him. The Hebrew verb commonly rendered as “victory” (RSV/NASU/NRSV) 
here, is yasha. Appearing in Psalm 98:1 in the Hifil stem (casual action, active 
voice), it basically means “help, save, rescue” (CHALOT).1 (Also be aware of how 
the y-sh-a root is present in the improper noun yeshuah, as well as the Hebrew 
name of our Savior Yeshua). The term yasha appears in some rather significant 
passages that deal with Israel’s deliverance from its enemies: 

 

 
1 CHALOT, 147. 
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“Thus the LORD saved [yasha, Hifil] Israel that day from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. When Israel saw 
the great power which the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses” 
(Exodus 14:30-31). 
 
“When you go to war in your land against the adversary who attacks you, then 
you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered 
before the LORD your God, and be saved [yasha, Nifal] from your enemies” 
(Numbers 10:9). 
 
“Blessed are you, O Israel; who is like you, a people saved [yasha, Nifal] by 
the LORD, who is the shield of your help and the sword of your majesty! So 
your enemies will cringe before you, and you will tread upon their high places” 
(Deuteronomy 33:29). 
 
While we commonly think of God’s salvation or deliverance largely being in 

spiritual terms, there should be no doubting that it also very much involves physical 
and material salvation as well. When you sing or declare forth Psalm 98:1-9, you 
are reminded of many events throughout the history of Ancient Israel, when it is 
absolutely clear that the Lord accomplished the mighty deliverance of His people 
and saved them from their enemies. When all hope appeared to be lost—the 
Almighty directly intervened! 

Following this, we should be reminded of the magnanimous attributes of the 
Lord as we praise Him for His salvation, His righteousness, His lovingkindness, and 
His faithfulness (Psalm 98:2-3). In so doing, we should eagerly exclaim forth kol-
afsei-eretz et yeshuat Eloheinu, “All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of 
our God” (Psalm 98:3b). When we as His people fervently sing and declare such a 
song of praise, we should be humbly reminded that it is only by His power and 
grace that we even exist to praise and worship Him. 

I am further reminded about all of the various instruments that have been 
developed over the millennia to offer Him praise (Psalm 98:5-6). Noting this, I 
recall how ancient the use of instruments is for making music, and remember the 
first reference to musical instruments in the Bible: 

“His brother's name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre 
and pipe” (Genesis 4:21). 

According to this early record, Jubal was the first one in the Bible to develop 
string and wind instruments. At the fifty-year remembrance, as described to the 
Israelites in Leviticus 25, the year of celebration is to be punctuated with times of 
joyful celebration and proclamations regarding the return of land, homes, and 
attendant freedom to slaves. As you can imagine, exuberant festivals with joyful 
celebration would have been present, as the redemptions were conducted 
throughout the year. 
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God’s redemption is so astounding that Psalm 98:1-9 actually claims that the 
Creation itself will be singing, participating in, and acknowledging His redemption 
process. The Earth will shout, the sea will roar, the rivers will clap, and the 
mountains will sing for joy as the whole world responds to His redemption process 
(Psalm 98:7-8). 

Our selection for today concludes with a verse which adequately describes 
what will occur in the end-times: 

“[B]efore ADONAI, for he has come to judge the earth; he will judge 
the world rightly and the peoples fairly” (Psalm 98:9, CJB). 

After all of the praise is offered up, regarding God’s attributes and the 
recognition that the Earth will glorify Him—the sobering reality that He is coming 
to judge the world and its people with righteousness and equity cannot be 
dismissed. 

For those of us who may jubilantly sing songs from Psalm 98:1-9, we are to 
always be reminded that along with the joy of who our Heavenly Father is and what 
He has done for us, the reality that He will do what He is required to do because of 
His righteousness and equity, lamentably is judgment on the unrepentant of Planet 
Earth. For those of us considering Psalm 98:1-9 today as we Count the Omer, the 
bittersweet combination of great joy, combined with concern for those who are 
hurtling toward Divine punishment, is bewildering. How do we properly 
declare a message of repentance and redemption to sinners—and yet, 
still remain sensitive to what the Holy Spirit wants us to do? God is in control of 
His Creation, and He has assured us that He will accomplish His will. 

Paul reminded his dear friend Timothy how prayers, entreaties, supplications, 
and thanksgiving are all tools the assembly should employ when it comes to 
recognizing God’s ultimate desire that all people be saved: 

“First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, 
so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:1-4). 

As we offer more songs of praise to the Lord, perhaps it will be beneficial to 
intersperse some prayers and petitions for the myriads who are lost. The Holy One 
desires all to be saved and come to the knowledge of His truth. This is 
comforting to know, because we are people just like Timothy, who had to face 
down various challenges in Ancient Ephesus.2 But once again, the admonition is 
ultimately to pray and seek God’s direction. 

Brothers and sisters, I encourage you to pray for those around you who are lost 
and deceived by the ways of the world. Know that as you sing songs to the Lord 
and offer the appropriate prayers and supplications for your family, friends, 

 
2 Cf. 1 Timothy 1:3. 
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neighbors, and fellow workers—that He hears not only the praises—but also the 
prayers! Perhaps He will hear our collective petitions and have mercy upon those 
who we are praying for, and grace them with the salvation that only He can impart. 
Then, when we see the results of our prayers, we will be able to break out in 
jubilant song, praise, and offer testimonies that give Him all the glory for the 
mighty work He has done. 

Can you imagine Him bringing forth these actions at a time like Shavuot or the 
Feast of Weeks, when we will obey His command to gather and praise Him? Since 
one of the things associated with Shavuot is often proclamation from the 
participants, perhaps He will give us some additional things to proclaim! 
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