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DAY  
THIRTY-EIGHT 

 

“Sing Out to Him!” 

Psalm 96:1-13(14) 
 
Once again as I turn to my morning reflections in Counting the Omer, it is 

difficult to keep a popular Messianic song from erupting in my soul. If you are like 
me and you attend a Messianic congregation that often plays in an upbeat tune with 
gusto, you might be led to the practice of humming a few bars. Such must be the 
power of music to bring forth joy and gladness to the human heart. Images of dancing feet 
come to my mind, as I picture the expression of elation as the tempo changes with 
the smiles of those enveloped in unity. 

I remember that at each of the morning and evening services in the Tabernacle 
and Temple, the choir director with a stringed instrument used different songs to 
establish the mood (Psalm 67). As I continue further through the Psalm meditation, 
it becomes apparent that the Holy One is certainly delighted with the ability of His 
people to offer up praise and worship to Him, but that from His perspective the 
entire Creation seems to be ushering forth harmonious declarations of His 
wonders. 

With these, and some other thoughts in mind, I really encourage you to take 
the time to read and reflect upon the following Psalm meditations—letting them 
“sing” into your own heart: 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
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be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
 

Psalm 96:1-13 
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to 
the LORD, bless His name; proclaim good tidings of His salvation 
from day to day. Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful 
deeds among all the peoples. For great is the LORD and greatly to be 
praised; He is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the 
peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and 
majesty are before Him, strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD 
glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name; 
bring an offering and come into His courts. Worship the LORD in 
holy attire; tremble before Him, all the earth. Say among the 
nations, “The LORD reigns; indeed, the world is firmly established, it 
will not be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity.” Let the 
heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all it 
contains; let the field exult, and all that is in it. Then all the trees of 
the forest will sing for joy before the LORD, for He is coming, for He 
is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in 
righteousness and the peoples in His faithfulness. 
 
For the naturalist, environmentalist, or scientist, the marvels of God’s 

Creation are quite impossible to fully fathom. In spite of humanity’s relatively 
recent technical and scientific genius developed over the past century, the 
consistency of the created order is fairly predictable. With increasing accuracy, 
man can determine when the sun and moon will rise and set, and when different 
constellations will appear in the evening sky. The tides of the oceans operate in a 
discernible pattern, and even the seasons (within a degree of variability) are 
designed to bring a variety of weather and crop productions to the different 
hemispheres of the globe. 

However, in spite of the obvious conclusion that most rational people make 
from all of the empirical data that surrounds us that there must be a Creator, there 
are still people who exercise their determined wills to declare that God does not 
exist. We should pray for these lost souls and serve to be conduits of His love to 
them, recognizing that their defiance is not only the result of them being foolish 
(Psalm 14:1; 53:1), but frequently them wanting to live in total debauchery. The 
Apostle Paul’s opening remarks in his Epistle to the Romans are most useful to 
remember: 

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that 
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which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to 
them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood through what has been made, so that they are without 
excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as 
God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became 
fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form 
of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 
Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their 
bodies would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for 
a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen” (Romans 1:18-25). 

Paul continues his overview, stating that fallen humanity has been turned over 
to its passions. He describes many of the things that we are currently and most sadly 
witnessing in our modern, Western, post-Christian culture: 

“For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also 
the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire 
toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their 
own persons the due penalty of their error. And just as they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, 
to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all 
unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, 
unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of God, that those 
who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also 
give hearty approval to those who practice them” (Romans 1:26-32). 

Following through the bevy of Paul’s statements, you can detect that he is not 
speaking exclusively about a deviant homosexual lifestyle, but is also including all of 
those who succumb to a depraved mind of unbelief. As a result, the lengthy list of 
ungodliness sounds like similar lists that appear elsewhere in his letters (2 
Corinthians 12:20; Galatians 5:19-21; 2 Timothy 3:2-3). These letters contain 
admonitions that were written directly or indirectly to groups of Believers who 
were being warned that activities such as those listed were certainly not deeds 
caused by the Spirit of God—but rather works of the flesh that must be condemned 
and stopped. 

So what does all of this discussion about the depravity of human beings have to 
do with singing new songs and giving praise to the Holy One of Israel, you might 
ask? Let me suggest that it all has to do with our common mortal propensity to 
wander. Given human beings’ tendency to often return to our base instincts—
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without the grace of God intervening and/or serving to temper and restrain us—
we are all capable of falling into the grip of debauchery. I believe it is critical that 
we develop some regular times to reflect upon the Word of God, giving praise and 
adoration to our Creator. Worshipping Him in song is an excellent way to keep our 
focus on Him, which can dispel the insidious influences of the enemy. 

Many ancient followers of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew this 
problem, and it is one of the reasons why many of the Psalms were compiled, as 
well as other ritual hymns and prayers. Through a consistent time of praise and 
worship and in declaring forth His majesty, often by the repetition of different 
songs and acclamations, Israel was able to lift up its adoration before the Holy One 
and reflect upon Him. Apparently this method worked millennia ago, and based on 
personal observation and countless testimonies, it continues to prove beneficial 
today to those who are willing to approach the Creator in praise and adoration. 

As our Psalm selection concludes (Psalm 96:1-13), we are reminded that the 
very Creation is in many respects giving the Creator praise through its consistency: 

“Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Let the sea and 
everything in it shout his praise! Let the fields and their crops burst out 
with joy! Let the trees of the forest rustle with praise” (Psalm 96:11-12, 
NLT). 

Reading verses like these remind me of the sovereignty of God and how every 
aspect of His Creation is subject to His control and dominion. The sky, the ground, 
the sea, fields, the harvest, trees and all vegetation, and all inanimate objects 
respond to His voice. Yet, the Creation groans for a return to the condition of its 
original state prior to the Fall (cf. Romans 8:20-22). Much more important, 
though, is how those redeemed from the consequences of sin via the gospel await 
the full consummation of our salvation—which occurs at the resurrection with the 
redemption of our physical bodies, and all of the redeemed, deceased and living, 
being united together:1 

“And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our body” (Romans 8:23). 

Somehow, the ability to sing songs and declare forth various Psalms allows 
many to usher forth groaning hearts, which are indeed desiring the Lord to act in 
history. At times, we are not able to fully express what the Spirit of God is trying 
to usher forth from us with mere spoken words, and so singing often allows us 
some kind of “relief valve.” Our whole beings—bodies, minds, souls, and spirits—
should employ the uniqueness of song to let the Father know that we are truly His. 

Let us also never forget, that if it is not Believers praising and worshipping 
Him, that our Creator can call upon His Creation at any time and believe its praise. 

 
1 Cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 
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Remember especially the time when Yeshua made His entry into Jerusalem before 
His execution, and His response to some of His detractors: 

“As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all 
the miracles which they had seen, shouting: ‘BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN 
THE NAME OF THE LORD [Psalm 118:26]; peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your 
disciples.’ But Yeshua answered, ‘I tell you, if these become silent, the 
stones will cry out!’ When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept 
over it, saying, ‘If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for 
peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes’” (Luke 19:37-42). 

Yeshua exclaimed that if He wanted, He could have the very stones on the road 
or present in the structures of Jerusalem, cry out praise to Him. 

I do not know about you and where you are in your walk with the Lord, but I 
personally prefer singing songs unto Him—even if they are, at times, off-key with a 
little groaning mixed in—than letting some inanimate objects deliver Him praise 
because I have been unwilling to open my mouth! 

In some respects, this is exactly what we are doing as we take the time to 
reflect upon our loving Father during our Counting of the Omer on the way to 
Shavuot. I sincerely believe that He is pleased with our diligence to make Him the 
object of our praise and reflections, whether in reading the different Psalms we 
have considered, or in singing different songs inspired by the words of the 
Scriptures. I am also confident that when He does hear our voices, what He is really 
listening to is our hearts. 
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