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DAY SIXTEEN 
 

“All in His Time” 

Psalm 119:121-128 
 
If you have been closely following our reflective sojourn to faithfully Count the 

Omer each day, as we prepare our hearts for Shavuot or the Feast of Weeks, you 
should remember that yesterday was spiritually challenging for me. Dealing with 
the struggle between the Spirit and the flesh is something that all Believers tend to 
contend with, whether they realize it or not, at one point or another in their 
journey with God. Providentially, I had some physical labor to help absorb my 
frustration, and deflect any angry thoughts about being wronged. As I finally 
completed my late night posting, I crawled into my hiding place and prayerfully 
asked the Father to handle the situation I faced. As I began my Omer Count this 
morning, I believe He showed me how He is going to deal with the problem. But 
before I comment on what He recommends, please take the time to reflect on these 
passages and see if you can discern His voice: 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song. God be 
gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine upon us—Selah. That 
Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You. Let the nations 
be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with uprightness and 
guide the nations on the earth. Selah. Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all 
the peoples praise You. The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, 
blesses us. God blesses us, that all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
 

Psalm 119:121-128 
Ayin. I have done justice and righteousness; do not leave me to my 
oppressors. Be surety for Your servant for good; do not let the 
arrogant oppress me. My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation 
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and for Your righteous word. Deal with Your servant according to 
Your lovingkindness and teach me Your statutes. I am Your servant; 
give me understanding, that I may know Your testimonies. It is time 
for the LORD to act, for they have broken Your law. Therefore I love 
Your commandments above gold, yes, above fine gold. Therefore I 
esteem right all your precepts concerning everything, I hate every 
false way. 
 
Last night, as I noticed our selection before retiring, I was reminded of another 

Psalm that comforts a person, knowing that God never sleeps or slumbers, and that 
His eye is constantly looking out for His loved ones: 

“A Song of Ascents. I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where shall 
my help come? My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. He will 
not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He who 
keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is 
your shade on your right hand. The sun will not smite you by day, nor the moon by 
night. The LORD will protect you from all evil; He will keep your soul. The LORD 
will guard your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forever” 
(Psalm 121:1-8). 

Peaceful sleep came fast to me, as I anticipated His Word to revive me. This 
morning, I was not disappointed, because I remembered my status in the 
Kingdom and how being a servant of the Most High requires obedience—to even 
release hurts and the animosity that injustice generates. 

A brief review of the Hebrew word eved, meaning slave or servant, reminded 
me that the Holy One of Israel has actually given His instructions to His servants. 
1,099 times in the Tanakh,1 the term eved is used, with 293 specific references in 
the Torah itself.2 This overwhelming number of references focused my attention on 
the role of a “servant” and what is required of one who professes this status. The 
concept of being a “servant” is exemplified by the Apostles, who commonly used 
the Greek word doulos, which is most often used to translate eved in the 
Septuagint, to describe their status in Yeshua and for them to identify with previous 
“servants” who had gone before them. 

126 times in the Apostolic Scriptures, doulos is used,3 with some distinct 
appearances describing how the Apostles viewed their role in the community of 
faith.4 In a very descriptive manner, the Apostle Paul in his last epistle to Timothy, 

 
1 This figure was determined using a lemma search of the Hebrew Tanakh (WTT) in BibleWorks 

7.0. 
2 This figure was determined using a lemma search of the Hebrew Tanakh (WTT), Pentateuch, 

in BibleWorks 7.0. 
3 This figure was determined using a lemma search of the Greek New Testament (BGM) in 

BibleWorks 7.0. 
4 Romans 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 4:12; Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1:1; 

Revelation 1:1. 
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uses doulos to further define how a servant of God should behave in all 
circumstances: 

“And the Lord's servant [doulos] must not be quarrelsome but kindly to every 
one, an apt teacher, forbearing, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may 
perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth, and they may 
escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will” (2 
Timothy 2:24-26, RSV). 

In this specific instruction, we are reminded that those who are performing the 
work of the Devil, whether quarreling or slandering (as in the case considered 
yesterday), are simply in the snare of the Adversary and accomplishing his sordid 
objectives. By recognizing this reality, servants (evadim; douloi) of the Messiah 
should instead be kind, patiently and gently correcting the wrongdoers, through 
teaching and admonitions that will allow them to escape from the snare of Satan. 
Within this, though, it is to be observed that such servants of the Lord will face the 
same difficulties and challenges as those who have preceded them. Noting 
Philippians 1:1, “Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus” (RSV), Gordon D. 
Fee describes how, 

“[H]ere the Greek word doulos, used for true ‘slaves’ of course, was also used 
to designate ‘servants of God,’ where it carried the sense of distance from and 
dependence upon God, but at the same time became a kind of honorific title for 
those in special service to God.”5 

Fee specifically points us to references of Moses (2 Kings 18:12; Psalm 
104:26), Joshua (Joshua 24:29), David (Ezekiel 34:23), and the Prophets (Ezekiel 
38:17; cf. Jeremiah 25:4; Amos 3:7; Daniel 9:6, 10)6—all of whom are considered 
to be “servants” of the Lord. So, when we consider ourselves today to be “servants,” 
or even “slaves” of the Lord, we need to recognize that we are associating ourselves 
with a long line of godly people who have faithfully accomplished His tasks before 
us (cf. Hebrews 12:1). Seeking the Father’s face, it is our most sacred call to 
recognize that we all have an important role to play in His continuing plan of 
salvation history. 

Looking at today’s teaching from Psalm 119, notice how the word eved is used 
three times: 

“Be surety for Your servant [eved] for good; do not let the arrogant oppress 
me. My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation and for Your righteous word. Deal 
with Your servant [eved] according to Your lovingkindness and teach me Your 
statutes. I am Your servant [eved]; give me understanding, that I may know Your 
testimonies” (Psalm 119:122-125). 

Here, the Psalmist is appealing to God for surety or to be his guarantor. 
Turning to no one else for relief from his oppressors, the servant looks solely to the 

 
5 Gordon D. Fee, New International Commentary on the New Testament: Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 

(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 63. 
6 Ibid., fn#25. 



Counting the Omer 

- 78 - 

One to whom he must obey. Tears almost well up in the eyes of the servant as he 
longs for salvation and the benefits of trusting in the Lord. The servant knows that 
he needs to be dealt with through His lovingkindness, and he asks for more teaching 
and understanding about His ways. It is clear that the servant is totally dependent 
on the mercy of the Holy One for all things to be accomplished. In a final plea, 
because the servant knows God’s Word and His Instruction, he reminds the Lord 
that His Torah has been broken: 

“It is time for the LORD to act, for they have broken Your law” (Psalm 
119:126). 

At this point in my Omer Count reflection, I finally remembered that it is 
incumbent upon the servant to totally release all of the unsolvable problems of life 
to Him (notably those which deal with spiritual issues within the personality of an 
opponent that you cannot do much about). Reading the Psalmist’s final request, I 
was reminded that it is legitimate to remind the Lord about what He has said and 
appeal to Him to act. Other servants, such as the Prophet Jeremiah, have left us a 
legacy that indicates how reminding the Lord of the iniquities against oneself is a 
legitimate expression of human feelings: 

“Yet You, O LORD, know all their deadly designs against me; do not forgive 
their iniquity or blot out their sin from Your sight. But may they be overthrown 
before You; deal with them in the time of Your anger!” (Jeremiah 18:23). 

Without any malice or bitterness, it is important for us as His servants to 
simply relinquish all of our cares and abuses for Him to handle in His appropriate 
time. We need to recognize that when we demonstrate faith and place these things 
in His capable hands, that God is then released to work out the details according to 
His will for all the parties involved. And surely while some degree of restitution 
may be desired by us, I think it is fair as a Believer to mention how I greatly prefer 
repentance and reconciliation with my enemies (Matthew 5:44)! 

If you recall my thoughts from yesterday about hate, as we conclude today’s 
meditation, note that God is faithful to remind us that it is a legitimate action to 
hate every false way: 

“Therefore I esteem right all your precepts concerning everything, I hate [sanei] 
every false way7” (Psalm 119:128). 

But of course, we must always and most consciously understand that it is the 
sin which is to be hated, and not the person committing the sin who should be 
hated. Once we release sinners to Him, then and when the Lord chooses to deal 
with the sin, is not our problem. Being filled and molded by the love of God, we 
should allow His will to manifest, which hopefully involves sinners being shown the 
extreme error of their ways. 

We need to all be obedient servants who simply wait for our next assignment 
from the Lord. In just a short matter of time, we will be considering another day of 

 
7 Heb. kol-orach sheqer. 
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the Omer Count. Before long, the anticipation of the Feast of Weeks will gather 
more and more of our attention. All things occur in His perfect timing! May we 
learn the patience to allow His intentions and will to manifest themselves... 
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