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“[T]here appeared to him the representative of Yahweh, who called himself 
‘commander of the army of the Lord’ (v. 14). There can be no doubt that this was God 
Himself as seen in human form: ignoring the artificial break made by the beginning of a 
new chapter, it is correct to see 6:2 as following on from 5:15 in a continuous narrative, 
with 6:1 as a parenthesis. This visitant of 5:13 becomes ‘the Lord’ of 6:2.”109 

Blair draws the further extrapolation that this was “‘the angel of the Lord’ 
frequently identified with God, e.g. in Gn. 16:7-11, compared with 16:13. This was none 
other than the pre-existent Son of God Himself.”110 Indeed, we should once again be 
reminded that the principle of an entity sent from God, receiving the same veneration 
as God and speaking in the first person “I” as God, who takes the identity of God, but 
can be slightly differentiated from God, is something established by scenes such as 
Joshua 5:13-6:2. And, it is seen that there are some who forthrightly conclude that the 
sar-tzeva-YHWH whom Joshua encountered, was actually a pre-Incarnate Yeshua the 
Messiah. 
 
Judges 2:1-5 
“The Angel of the Lord Speaks to Israel” 

“Now the angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, ‘I brought 
you up out of Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; 
and I said, “I will never break My covenant with you, and as for you, you shall make 
no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.” But 
you have not obeyed Me; what is this you have done? Therefore I also said, “I will 
not drive them out before you; but they will become as thorns in your sides and 
their gods will be a snare to you.”’ When the angel of the LORD spoke these words to 
all the sons of Israel, the people lifted up their voices and wept. So they named that 
place Bochim; and there they sacrificed to the LORD.” 
 
The Book of Judges largely records some of the challenges faced by the Israelites 

during the period of the Conquest, and the consolidation of the community being 
settled in the Promised Land. Prior to the death of Joshua (Judges 2:6-10), and with it 
some of the initial Israelite rejection of the Lord for the Baals (Judges 2:11-23), readers 
encounter the elusive figure of the malakh-YHWH, the “messenger of YHWH” (Judges 
2:1, Fox) or “messenger of the LORD” (Alter), an entity which comes to not only speak to 
the people about past salvation-historical activity for Israel, but also the future surety of 
problems because not all of the Canaanite pagans had been ejected from the Promised 
Land (Judges 2:1-3). Significant questions about this entity are necessarily raised, not 
only as is witnessed how the malakh-YHWH speaks in the first person “I” as the LORD or 
YHWH, but even more so how specific covenantal promises are invoked, where the 
malakh-YHWH was specifically noted to be present in previous Tanach narratives: 

 

 
109 Hugh J. Blair, “Joshua,” in D. Guthrie and J.A. Motyer, eds., The New Bible Commentary Revised (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970), pp 230-251. 
110 Ibid., pp 238-239. 
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“An angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim and said, ‘I brought you up 
from Egypt and I took you into the land which I had promised on oath to your 
fathers. And I said, “I will never break My covenant with you. And you, for your 
part, must make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you must tear down 
their altars.” But you have not obeyed Me – look what you have done! Therefore, I 
have resolved not to drive them out before you; they shall become your oppressors, 
and their gods shall be a snare to you’” (Judges 2:1-3, NJPS). 
 
While it is customary in much Jewish examination to view the figure of the malakh-

YHWH as just a supernatural agent sent from God proper, when it is noted what this 
being is claiming responsibility for, Bible readers should legitimately wonder: 

• the malakh-YHWH claims to have brought the Israelites out of Egypt 
(Judges 2:1b), which Exodus 20:2111 says the LORD or YHWH proper did. 

• the malakh-YHWH claims to have sworn the Promised Land of Canaan to 
Israel’s ancestors (Judges 2:1c), which Genesis 17:7-8112 says God proper 
did. 

• the malakh-YHWH claims to have told the Israelites not to make a 
covenant or agreement with the Canaanites (Judges 2:2b), but the Torah 
narrative records that these directives were issued by the Lord or God 
proper (Exodus 23:32113; Deuteronomy 7:2-5114; Exodus 34:12-13115). 

• the malakh-YHWH claims that it will withhold driving out the Canaanites 
from before Israel (Judges 2:3), invoking the word of Numbers 22:55116 
which was directed by the LORD or YHWH proper. 

The statement of Judges 2:4a is that “the messenger of YHWH had spoken these 
words to all the Children of Israel” (Fox). It is hardly a surprise to any reader of 
Scripture, that when some transition or shift is taking place in the experience of Ancient 

 
111 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery” 

(Exodus 20:2). 
112 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their 

generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. I will give to 
you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God” (Genesis 17:7-8). 

113 “You shall make no covenant with them or with their gods” (Exodus 23:32). 
114 “and when the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly 

destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them. Furthermore, you shall not 
intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for 
your sons. For they will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the 
LORD will be kindled against you and He will quickly destroy you. But thus you shall do to them: you shall 
tear down their altars, and smash their sacred pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn their graven 
images with fire” (Deuteronomy 7:2-5). 

115 “Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you are 
going, or it will become a snare in your midst. But rather, you are to tear down their altars and smash their 
sacred pillars and cut down their Asherim” (Exodus 34:12-13). 

116 “Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite Jericho, saying...‘But if 
you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall come about that those whom 
you let remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and as thorns in your sides, and they will trouble 
you in the land in which you live’” (Numbers 33:50, 55). 
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Israel, that some supernatural encounter will occur, with key messages conveyed. In 
Judges 2:1-3, the figure of the malakh-YHWH or “messenger/angel of the LORD,” is seen 
making claims where the Torah record has the LORD or YHWH proper actually having 
spoken. It does too little to simply identify this entity as “an emissary of the LORD” 
(Judges 2:1, Keter Crown Bible); the third person “He” is notably not employed in 
Judges 2:2b-4a as it could have been, unambiguously making this figure entirely a 
created intermediary: 

“He brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the land which He had sworn to 
your fathers; and He said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you, and as for you, 
you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their 
altars.’ But you have not obeyed Him; what is this you have done? Therefore He also 
said, ‘I will not drive them out before you’” (NASU modified). 

Contrary to the modified quotation referenced above, the figure of the malakh-
YHWH claims personal responsibility for leading Israel out of Egypt, bringing them 
into the Promised Land sworn to their ancestors, and issuing directions as what to do 
with the Canaanites. A Bible reader who concludes that the malakh-YHWH or 
“messenger/angel of the LORD” is a distinct manifestation of God Himself, and is no 
mere supernatural agent—being a part of the Divine Identity—has a legitimate basis for 
such a view. The activities of a figure like the malakh-YHWH, provide significant 
material for later evaluating the activities of Yeshua the Messiah in the Apostolic 
Writings, as the Son is integrated into the Divine Identity right alongside of the Father. 
 
Judges 6:11-23 
“Gideon Interacts With the Angel of the Lord” 

“Then the angel of the LORD came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the 
wine press in order to save it from the Midianites. The angel of the LORD appeared 
to him and said to him, ‘The LORD is with you, O valiant warrior.’ Then Gideon said 
to him, ‘O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? 
And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, “Did not the 
LORD bring us up from Egypt?” But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us 
into the hand of Midian.’ The LORD looked at him and said, ‘Go in this your strength 
and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?’ He said to Him, ‘O 
Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I 
am the youngest in my father's house.’ But the LORD said to him, ‘Surely I will be 
with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.’ So Gideon said to Him, ‘If now I 
have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who speak with 
me. Please do not depart from here, until I come back to You, and bring out my 
offering and lay it before You.’ And He said, ‘I will remain until you return.’ Then 
Gideon went in and prepared a young goat and unleavened bread from an ephah of 
flour; he put the meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, and brought them out to 
him under the oak and presented them. The angel of God said to him, ‘Take the meat 
and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth.’ And he 
did so. Then the angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff that was in his hand 
and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the rock 


	Introduction
	Answering the “Frequently Avoided Questions”  About the Divinity of Yeshua 2004/2012
	What Does the Shema  Really Mean? 2004/2012
	The State of Christology  in the Contemporary  Messianic Movement
	Why do you believe Yeshua is God? Dogma or Doctrine?
	Where does the broad  Messianic community stand?
	A Low Christology, a High Christology?
	This is No Mere Academic Exercise

	Approaching the Nature of Yeshua from the Tanach
	Genesis 1:26-28; 3:22-23; 11:7-8 “God Speaking as ‘Us’”
	Genesis 16:7-13 “Hagar Encounters the Angel of the Lord”
	Genesis 18:1-33 “Abraham Encounters the Lord”
	Genesis 21:17-21 “Hagar Encounters the Angel of the Lord”
	Genesis 22:6-18 “Abraham Offers Up Isaac to be Sacrificed”
	Genesis 24:7, 40 “The Angel of the Lord Will Watch Abraham’s Servant”
	Genesis 31:10-13 “The Angel of the Lord Speaks to Jacob”
	Genesis 32:24-30 “Jacob Wrestles With a Divine Figure”
	Genesis 48:15-16 “Jacob Testifies That He Has Walked With God”
	Exodus 3:1-16 “The Burning Bush and ‘I am who I am’”
	Exodus 4:14-17; 7:1-5 “Moses Will Be Like God”
	Exodus 13:21; 14:19 “God Moving as the Pillar of Cloud”
	Exodus 20:1-4; Deuteronomy 5:6-9 “The First and Second Commandments”
	Exodus 23:20-24 “The Angel Guarding the People of Israel”
	Exodus 24:9-11 “The Leaders of Israel See God”
	Exodus 32:34-33:6 “The Angel Will Go Out Before Israel”
	Exodus 33:7-23 “Moses Sees God”
	Numbers 22:22-38 “Balaam Encounters the Angel of the Lord”
	Deuteronomy 4:14-18 “The Lord Spoke to Israel Without Any Form”
	Deuteronomy 6:4-5 “The Shema, The Lord is One”
	Joshua 5:13-6:2 “Joshua Encounters the Captain of the Lord’s Host”
	Judges 2:1-5 “The Angel of the Lord Speaks to Israel”
	Judges 6:11-23 “Gideon Interacts With the Angel of the Lord”
	Judges 13 “Manoah Interacts With an Elusive Angel”
	Isaiah 6:1-8 “Isaiah Encounters God’s Heavenly Throne”
	Isaiah 9:6-7 “Titles of the Messiah”
	Isaiah 37:16; 44:24; Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 95:5-7 “God is the Maker”
	Isaiah 42:8 “The Exclusive Glory and Praise to be Given to the Lord”
	Isaiah 44:5-8 “God as the First and the Last, the Only God”
	Isaiah 45:18-25 “Every Knee Will Bow Before the Lord”
	Isaiah 63:9 “The Angel of the Lord Saved Israel”
	Daniel 3:24-26 “Nebuchadnezzar Witnesses the Fiery Furnace”
	Daniel 7:9-14 “The Exalted Son of Man Whom All Creation Must Worship”
	Joel 3:11-13 “The Lord as Supreme Judge”
	Micah 5:2 “Messiah Originating from the Days of Eternity”
	Psalm 2 “Messiah as the Lord’s Anointed King”
	Psalm 23:1-4 “The Lord as Shepherd”
	Psalm 45 “The King Enthroned Forever”
	Psalm 82:1-8 “God Calls Mortal Beings ‘gods’”
	Psalm 97:5-7 “Supernatural Beings are Enjoined to Worship”
	Psalm 102:25-27 “The Eternality of God”
	Psalm 110 “The LORD said to my Lord”
	Proverbs 8:22-31 “Introducing the Figure of Wisdom”

	The Nature of Yeshua in the Synoptic Gospels  and Acts
	Luke 1:26-38 “The Child as Son of the Most High God”
	Luke 1:67-79 “John the Immerser Preparing the Way for the Lord”
	Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:10-11 “The Child Born as God With Us”
	Matthew 2:1-12 “Yeshua the Child Worshipped by the Magi”
	Mark 1:1-3; Matthew 3:2-3; Luke 3:3-6 “John the Immerser Preparing the Way for the Lord”
	Mark 1:9-11; Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-22 “The Holy Spirit Rests Upon the Immersed Yeshua”
	Mark 1:12-13; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13 “Yeshua is Tempted in the Wilderness by Satan”
	Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37 “Demons Confess Yeshua as the Holy One of God”
	Mark 2:1-12; Matthew 9:1-8; Luke 5:17-26 “Yeshua Forgives Sin”
	Mark 3:7-12 “Demons Confess Yeshua to be the Son of God”
	Luke 7:11-17 “Yeshua is Declared to be a Great Prophet”
	Luke 7:36-50 “Yeshua Forgives Sin”
	Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:23-27; Luke 8:22-25 “Yeshua Calms the Winds and the Sea”
	Mark 5:1-20; Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:26-39 “Yeshua Casts Out Legion”
	Mark 5:25-34; Matthew 9:20-22; Luke 8:43-48 “A Woman is Healed by Touching Yeshua’s Garment”
	Luke 10:18 “Yeshua Saw the Fall of Satan”
	Matthew 11:25-30; Luke 10:21-24 “Yeshua Offers Rest for Human Souls”
	Mark 6:45-52; Matthew 14:22-33 “Yeshua Walks on the Water and is Worshipped”
	Matthew 15:29-31 “God is Glorified by Yeshua’s Miracles”
	Mark 8:27-30; Matthew 16:13-20; Luke 9:18-20 “Yeshua’s Disciples Confess Him to be the Messiah”
	Mark 8:31-9:1; Matthew 16:27-28; Luke 9:21-27 “Yeshua Will Return in Glory to Triumphantly Judge”
	Mark 9:2-13; Matthew 17:1-13; Luke 9:28-36 “The Transfiguration of Yeshua”
	Mark 9:30-32; Matthew 17:22-23;  Luke 9:43-45 “The Son of Man Will be Killed by Sinners”
	Mark 10:17-18; Matthew 19:16-17; Luke 18:18-19 “No One is Good Except God Alone”
	Mark 10:32-34; Matthew 20:17-19; Luke 18:31-34 “The Son of Man Will be Killed by Sinners”
	Mark 11:15-19; Matthew 21:12-16; Luke 19:45-48 “Yeshua is Praised as the Son of David”
	Mark 12:28-37; Matthew 22:35-46;  Luke 20:41-44 “David Calls the Messiah ‘Lord’”
	Mark 13:23-27; Matthew 24:27-31;  Luke 21:25-28 “Yeshua’s Return to Planet Earth”
	Mark 13:6; Matthew 24:5; Luke 21:8 “The Rise of False Messiahs”
	Mark 13:32; Matthew 24:36 “Why Does the Son Not Know the Time of His Return?”
	Matthew 25:31-34 “The Future Kingdom of the Son of Man”
	Mark 14:53-65; Matthew 26:57-68;  Luke 22:63-71 “Yeshua is Condemned of Blasphemy by the Sanhedrin”
	Mark 15:16-20; Matthew 27:27-31;  Luke 22:63-65 “Roman Soldiers Mock Yeshua”
	Mark 15:34; Matthew 27:46 “Yeshua Cries Out at His Death”
	Mark 15:39; Matthew 27:54; Luke 23:47 “Yeshua Dies”
	Matthew 28:8-10 “The Resurrected Yeshua is Worshipped”
	Matthew 28:16-20 “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”
	Luke 24:44-53 “The Resurrected Yeshua is Worshipped”
	Acts 2:14-36 “Peter’s Shavuot Message Declaring Yeshua the Messiah”
	Acts 3:1-26 “Peter Declares Yeshua the Messiah”
	Acts 4:1-22 “Miracles Performed in the Name of Yeshua”
	Acts 5:27-32 “Yeshua as Prince and Savior”
	Acts 7:36-39 “The Angel Present With Israel in the Wilderness”
	Acts 7:54-60 “Stephen Sees the Son of Man in Heaven”
	Acts 9:1-6 “Saul Encounters Yeshua on the Damascus Road”
	Acts 10:19-26 “Cornelius Attempts to Worship Peter”
	Acts 10:34-43 “Yeshua the Messiah as Lord of All”
	Acts 13:13-42 “Paul Declares Yeshua the Messiah”
	Acts 14:8-20 “Paul and Barnabas Are Worshipped  as Hermes and Zeus”
	Acts 16:7 “The Spirit of Yeshua”
	Acts 17:16-34 “To the Unknown God”
	Acts 20:17-28 “The Assembly Purchased With God’s Own Blood”

	The Nature of Yeshua in the Gospel of John
	John 1:1-18 “The Word Was God”
	John 1:19-24 “John the Immerser Preparing the Way for the Lord”
	John 1:29-34 “Yeshua Existed Before John the Immerser”
	John 1:43-51 “Angels Ascending and Descending on the Son of Man”
	John 3:10-18 “The Son of Man Who Descended From Heaven”
	John 3:31-36 “Belief in the Son Results in Eternal Life”
	John 4:6-26 “Yeshua Confirms that He is the Messiah”
	John 5:1-18 “Yeshua Was Working on the Sabbath,  the Same as God”
	John 5:19-24 “Honoring the Son the Same as the Father”
	John 5:25-29 “The Son of Man Has Life in Himself”
	John 5:30-47 “Yeshua Has Been Sent From the Father”
	John 6:16-21 ‘Yeshua Walks on the Water”
	John 6:26-40 “Yeshua is the Bread of Life”
	John 6:41-59 “Yeshua is the Living Bread from Heaven”
	John 6:60-69 “Yeshua’s Disciples Recognize Him  as the Holy One of God”
	John 7:14-18 “Yeshua Does Not Seek Self-Serving Glory”
	John 7:28-30 “Yeshua is the Sent One”
	John 8:12-20 “Yeshua is the Light of the World”
	John 8:21-30 “The Son of Man Will Be Lifted Up”
	John 8:38-47 “Yeshua’s Origins Are From God”
	John 8:48-59 “Yeshua’s Pre-Existence of Abraham”
	John 9:35-38 “Yeshua is Worshipped as the Son of Man”
	John 10:7-21 “Yeshua is the Good Shepherd”
	John 10:22-39 “I and the Father are one”
	John 11:17-27 “Yeshua is the Resurrection and the Life”
	John 12:27-36 “The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up”
	John 12:37-43 “Isaiah Saw the Glory of the Messiah”
	John 12:44-50 “Yeshua Does Not Act On His Own”
	John 13:1-20 “Yeshua Serves His Disciples at the Last Supper”
	John 13:31-35 “The Son of Man Will Be Glorified”
	John 14:1-14 “Believe in Yeshua, the Same as God”
	John 14:15-31 “The Father is greater than I”
	John 15:1-11 “Yeshua is the True Vine”
	John 15:18-27 “Hatred of Yeshua is Hatred of the Father”
	John 16:1-15 “The Spirit, the Son, and the Father”
	John 16:23-33 “Yeshua Has Come Forth From the Father”
	John 17:1-26 “The High Priestly Prayer of Yeshua the Messiah”
	John 18:1-11 “Roman Soldiers Encounter  the Supernatural Aura of Yeshua”
	John 19:1-9 “Yeshua is Mocked for His Claims”
	John 20:11-18 “My God and your God”
	John 20:19-23 “The Resurrected Yeshua Appears”
	John 20:24-29 “My Lord and my God!”
	John 20:30-31 “Belief in Yeshua, the Son of God”

	About the Author
	Bibliography



