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His own, is beyond human fathoming. It is hence absolutely futile to look to human wisdom 
and innovation, as it was ultimately what was responsible for executing the Messiah (v. 8). 
 

 
10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, 
even the depths of God. 11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except 
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows 
except the Spirit of God. 
 
2:10 Paul directs the Corinthians, “For God made his revelation to us through the Spirit; 

for the Spirit explores everything, even the depths of God” (Lattimore). The thought of Job 11:7 
is quite poignant here: “Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the limits of 
the Almighty?” The clause appearing in v. 10, ta bathē tou Theou, has been extrapolated a 
variety of ways, including: “the hidden depths of God's purposes” (Good News Bible) or “the 
depths of God’s own nature” (NEB). Garland is right to point out, “Human creatures do not 
have access to these things and do not even have the grammar or vocabulary for them until it 
is graciously bestowed by God’s Spirit.”52 Paul is demonstrating to the Corinthians, in lieu of 
some of their present problems, how limited they truly are in understanding the 
magnificence of God. 

2:11 V. 11 has been approached a number of ways among versions, given the presence of 
ta tou anthrōpou and ta tou Theou, sometimes extrapolated to be “the thoughts of a man” and 
“the thoughts of God” (NASU; also NIV), although more neutrally “the things of a man” and 
“the things of God” (KJV). The New Jerusalem Bible has “the qualities of anyone” and “the 
qualities of God.” The NRSV rendering does not do too good a job at employing inclusive 
language for v. 11: “For what human being knows what is truly human except the human 
spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God's except the Spirit of God.” 
The NIGTC author’s rendering by Thiselton does a far better job: “For who among human 
beings knows what pertains to the person in view except that person’s innermost self? Even 
so, no one knows what pertains to God except the Spirit of God.”53 

Paul’s statement in v. 11 is similar to what he will later state in Romans 11:34: “For WHO 
HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?” (cf. Isaiah 40:13). 

There does not need to be a huge amount of over-analyzing v. 11, because the thrust of v. 
11 is that only God’s Spirit knows who and what God truly is. Fee states, “The analogy itself is 
a simple one, and insists that just as the only person who knows what goes on inside one’s 
own mind is oneself, so only God knows the things of God.”54 The statement of v. 11 is really 
not intended to divide up the composition of the human person, or of God. As Fee further 
concludes, “At the human level, I alone know what I am thinking, and no one else, unless I 

 
52 Garland, 98. 
53 Thiselton, 224. 
54 Fee, 111. 
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choose to reveal my thoughts in the form of words. So also only God knows what God is about. 
God’s Spirit, therefore, who as God knows the mind of God, becomes the link to our knowing 
him also.”55 

The critical component of v. 11 is how since it is only the Spirit of God that knows the 
things of God, it is then only those human beings who are truly filled with the Spirit of God 
who are actually qualified to speak about God (v. 12). Speaking about God does not come 
through mere human knowledge or a human spirit, but by access to the Divine Presence. 
 

 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we 
also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the 
Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 
 
2:12 The significance of the Spirit of God as something freely bestowed upon the 

redeemed is emphasized by Paul: “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God.” Those who 
are in Messiah do not have to pneuma tou kosmou either in them or controlling them, but are 
to instead have to pneuma to ek tou Theou. One can see a probable parallel to Paul’s later 
assertion in Romans 8:15, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’” Also 
to be considered should be the thrust of 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit of 
timidity, but of power and love and discipline.” 

While unredeemed people possessing “the spirit of the world” is a sign of their 
condemnation, by virtue of the fact that Believers do live in the world, they will often be 
influenced by “the spirit of the world.” Those who are born again, are to be filled with the 
Spirit, which is to affect the transformation of one’s heart and mind. Thiselton observes, “the 
reorientation to be open to the Spirit who issues from God and to disengage from the spirit 
of the world involves a relearning process of structural and socioeconomic dimensions which, in 
turn, invites a learning environment among the mature.”56 Such a process enables one to 
look at the world from the standpoint of God’s Divine purpose and intentions. 

2:13 Paul references the things which come from God in v. 13, addressing the “things we 
also speak, not in words taught in human wisdom, but in Words taught of the Holy Spirit, 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual things” (LITV). There are some value judgments 
made among translations for how to render en didaktois pneumatos, pneumatikois pneumatika 
sugkrinontes, “in [words] taught by [the] Spirit, with spiritual things spiritual things 
matching” (Brown and Comfort).57 Variance is present among major versions, including: 

 
55 Ibid., 112. 
56 Thiselton, 262. 
57 Brown and Comfort, 583. 
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“combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words” (NASU), “interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who possess the Spirit” (RSV), or “expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words” (NIV). 
That some involvement of matters spiritual is in view is clear enough, with the verb sugkrinō 
meaning: “to bring things together so as to form a unit, combine,” “to draw a conclusion 
by comparing, compare,” or even “to clarify on the basis of a compatible relationship, 
explain, interpret” (BDAG).58 

Regardless of how pneumatikois pneumatika sugkrinontes is approached, it is obvious 
enough that the things of God’s Spirit are to be regarded as superior to human wisdom. 
Garland notes, “Paul reiterates his point that the persuasive art of human wisdom is totally 
inappropriate for expressing divine spiritual truths. Thus, the wisdom he speaks (2:6) is 
spiritual wisdom.”59 The ability to be able to compare and contrast, discerning what wisdom 
is human versus what wisdom is from God, is quite serious for those who regard themselves 
as His own. In his comments, Sampley actually goes as far as to point out how while modern 
people would equate those who are Believers with being “Christians,” Paul equates those who 
would be Believers as being “spiritual”: 

“Paul’s letters never use the term ‘Christian.’ What moderns would call a ‘Christian’ Paul 
calls a ‘spiritual person,’ that is, one who has received the Holy Spirit. So Paul’s primary 
definition of the believer is by means of the Spirit; likewise, the reception of the Spirit is for 
Paul the hallmark of entry into the community.”60 
 

 
14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
appraised. 15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is 
appraised by no one. 16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL 
INSTRUCT HIM [Isaiah 40:13, LXX]? But we have the mind of Messiah. 
 
2:14 A verse that we have likely all seen quoted many times, especially in comparing and 

contrasting worldliness versus godliness, is 1 Corinthians 2:14: “The natural person does not 
accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand 
them because they are spiritually discerned” (ESV). 

It is noted that there is some difficulty with how to render psuchikos...anthrōpos, with 
variance seen: “natural man” (NASU), “unspiritual man” (RSV), “the unbeliever” (HCSB), “a 
person who denies spiritual realities” (The Voice), or even “Someone living at the merely 
human level” (Kingdom New Testament). The adjective psuchikos includes the available 

 
58 BDAG, 953. 
59 Garland, 100. 
60 Sampley, in NIB, 10:824. 
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definitions “of the soul or life, spiritual” and “concerned with the life only, animal” (LS).61 Hays 
describes, 

“The term psychikoi is difficult to translate properly; it refers to human beings living in 
their natural state apart from the Spirit of God and therefore unenlightened and blind to the 
truth. They just don’t ‘get it.’ In other words, it refers to those who belong to the old age; it 
emphatically does not refer to less advanced Christians.”62 

Jude 19 details “These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded [psuchikos], 
devoid of the Spirit.” Some of the scene of Paul before Gallio in Corinth (Acts 18:15),63 and later 
Paul before Festus in Caesarea (Acts 26:24)64—and their limited human judgments—might 
be considered here. 

The frequent challenge for those who evaluate things on an entirely human level, is 
noted by Garland, who states, “The natural person analyzes divine truth with his or her 
limited, earthbound faculties and, not surprisingly, finds this truth wanting (cf. Rom. 1:28). 
Only one with spiritual perception can examine beyond the visible evidence and attest that 
the foolishness of God plus the weakness of God equals the power of God.”65 Yet, the statement 
of v. 14, “A material man will not accept what the Spirit of God offers. It seems mere folly to 
him, and he cannot understand it, because it takes spiritual insight to see its true value” 
(Goodspeed New Testament), was issued in the specific context of Corinthian Believers 
striving to mature in their Messiah faith. Witherington observes, 

“The problem...in Corinth is not that some Christians are not spiritual or do not have the 
Spirit or mind of Christ. It is rather, that though all the Corinthian Christians have the Spirit 
they are not living as spiritual persons ought to live.”66 

While 1 Corinthians 2:14 is an important statement to reference, in order to explain the 
futility of those without God’s Spirit—those who are unregenerated and natural people 
whose evaluation is entirely mortal—the intention of Paul’s statement in its original 
setting was to portray a condition to the Corinthians that they were not supposed to 
have. While 1 Corinthians 2:14 is often quoted in religious settings today to describe non-
Believers “out there”—it was originally issued to admonish the claiming Believers “in here” on 
how they were not to think and act. 

2:15 How are readers to approach Paul’s claim to the Corinthians, “The spiritual person 
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one” (ESV)? The main point issued to the 
Corinthians is that those people who are mature and filled with God’s Holy Spirit, have the 

 
61 LS, 903. 
62 Hays, 46. 
63 “but if there are questions about words and names and your own law, look after it yourselves; I am 

unwilling to be a judge of these matters” (Acts 18:15). 
64 “While Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud voice, ‘Paul, you are out of your mind! Your 

great learning is driving you mad’” (Acts 26:24). 
65 Garland, 101. 
66 Witherington, 129. 
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ability to discern and judge things both good and evil. The Phillips New Testament offers the 
paraphrase, “The spiritual man, on the other hand, has an insight into the meaning of 
everything, though his insight may baffle the man of the world. This is because the former is 
sharing in God's wisdom.” Fee astutely recognizes, “As someone has said, ‘The profane person 
cannot understand holiness; but the holy person can well understand the depths of evil.’ 
Those whose lives are invaded by the Spirit of God can discern all things, including those 
without the Spirit; but the inverse is not possible.”67 

Context of v. 15 is key for a proper interpretation, as the verb anakrinō involves, “of the 
magistrates, to examine persons concerned in a suit, so as to prepare the matter for trial” (LS).68 
Paul’s statement, “yet he himself is appraised by no one” (NASU) does not involve discipline 
of Believers in the Body of Messiah, but is instead rightly taken to involve, “but such a person 
is not subject to merely human judgments” (TNIV). As Fee goes on to properly direct, “There 
are always some who consider themselves full of the Spirit in such a way as to be beyond 
discipline or the counsel of others. Such a reading of the text is an unfortunate travesty, since 
these people are usually among those most needing such discipline.”69 The issue here is an 
appraisal or judgment of Believers by those who are soulish or unspiritual (v. 14). 

2:16 It is imperative, as Paul directs, to think and act like Yeshua the Messiah. V. 16 
asserts, “For who has known the mind of ADONAI? Who will counsel him? But we have the 
mind of the Messiah!” (CJB). V. 16 actually includes a quotation of Isaiah 40:13, “Who has 
directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His counselor has informed Him?” The Hebrew Ruach 
ADONAI was rendered in the Septuagint as noun Kuriou, the subtle difference being between 
ruach-spirit and nous-mind. Wisdom 9:13 in the Apocrypha makes a similar statement: “For 
what man can learn the counsel of God? Or who can discern what the Lord wills?” 
Christologically speaking, the close association of the Father and Son in v. 16 cannot be 
dismissed, as Believers are to have noun Christou or the mind of the Messiah. 

But what is the mind of the Messiah? It involves nothing less than thinking and acting the 
way the Messiah modeled to His Disciples during His ministry. The mind of Messiah is the way of 
looking and interacting with the Father, and with His human creations, with a tenor of 
complete love and mercy and self-sacrificial service. As Ciampa and Rosner detail, 

“The wisdom of which [Paul] speaks is not exclusive or esoteric but nothing more or less 
than the fullness of the message of the cross and the salvation it wrought, which, though 
available to all [Believers], needs to be appropriated in order to deal with ‘fleshly’ behavior 
like divisiveness, immorality, and idolatry which are plaguing the [assembly] in Corinth.”70 

When born again Believers can appropriate the mind of the Messiah, then they should 
surely be able to put away the sinful behaviors and actions which can too often plague them. 
Most imperatively, they should be able to better understand and appreciate the Messiah who 

 
67 Fee, 118. 
68 LS, 57. 
69 Fee, 118. 
70 Ciampa and Rosner, 138. 
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emptied Himself of His Heavenly glory, did not abuse His Divine privileges, and willfully 
submitted Himself to unjust humiliation and execution—so as to bring about permanent 
atonement and forgiveness for human sin (cf. Philippians 2:5-11). Being able to emulate the 
life of the cross, is to demonstrate oneself as truly having the mind of the Messiah. 
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