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Christian Scholars 
Why does today’s Messianic movement generally frown on the works of 
Christian Biblical scholarship? 

 
Today’s Messianic movement can have a significant challenge when it comes to considering the 

theological contributions made by Christian Biblical scholarship. The reasons for this are varied and complex, 
but a major factor, among others, relates to perceived Christian animosity toward the Torah. It is very true that 
many Christian theologians have a negative and pessimistic attitude when it comes to the Torah or Law of Moses 
and how it is talked about in the Apostolic Scriptures (New Testament). But this is certainly not all Christian 
theologians, and theological works and commentaries from the past thirty to fifty years (1960s-present) have 
become increasingly more Jewish-sensitive and cognizant of Jewish theological views of Scripture. The problem 
with this is not that there are theologians who are writing commentaries with more Jewish opinions in mind; it 
is that your average pastor and/or layperson is unaware or uninformed of these resources. 

Ignorance of knowing about important trends such as the New Perspective in Pauline studies—a 
renaissance of understanding Paul as a First Century rabbi—even carries over into the Messianic movement. 
While it is true that New Perspective advocates are not going to teach that today’s Christians should follow the 
Torah, approaching its importance as Messianics do, they will teach that Paul had a much more moderate view 
on the Torah than is perceived by much of today’s Christianity. This is certainly a step in the right direction! The 
rise of so-called “Karaite” interpretations of the Torah in the independent Hebrew Roots movement comes as a 
direct result of not recognizing and interpreting Paul as a First Century Pharisee—something that many 
Christian theologians are beginning to recognize. 

One of the things that Messianics today are often not aware of is the fact that Jewish Biblical scholarship—
which often is consulted by Messianic teachers—is largely polarized between the extreme-Right and 
extreme-Left. If one reads the Orthodox Jewish ArtScroll Chumash, and then compares it to the Jewish Study Bible, 
he or she will see two largely different points of view on an issue. One will advocate that Moses wrote every 
single letter of the Torah, and then the other will tell you that Moses may not have existed. One will advocate 
that the Israelites’ conquest of Canaan included more than is mentioned in the Biblical text, and the other will 
say that it never took place. Consequently, many Messianics today will only examine Orthodox and/or Chassidic 
Jewish opinions on certain subjects that often disregard ancient history and criticism from skeptics. 

Conservative, evangelical Protestant scholars often compose the middle position between the Right and 
the Left on these issues. While affirming the historicity of a key event like the Exodus, evangelicals are willing to 
place the Exodus in the context of Ancient Egypt. Evangelicals are willing to engage with liberal criticism, and 
place a much higher value on historical and linguistic studies of the Scriptures than most in the Orthodox Jewish 
community. Interestingly enough, there are more Christian commentaries on the books of the Torah than there 
are Jewish commentaries. Casting these aside as though they have no value is ill-advised in a movement that will 
have to increasingly deal with more criticism against the Scriptures—particularly the Torah or Pentateuch 
because of the “modern age” in which we live. Furthermore, these same commentaries will point out Messianic 
symbolism that is fulfilled in the life of Yeshua, whereas most Jewish commentaries—if not ignoring them—will 
discredit the life of Yeshua. 

Our ongoing challenge as the Messianic community and our own Biblical scholarship relates to how we 
can incorporate the best of Jewish and Protestant scholarship and make it our own. We have a shared theological 
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heritage with both the Synagogue and the Church. We cannot disregard either one, but have to recognize the 
strengths and weaknesses of both. Doing this properly will admittedly take time. 
 
 


	Abomination of Desolation
	Acts 8:27, 36, 38
	Afterlife, negates need for resurrection
	Afterlife, negates  significance of death
	Alcohol
	Alef-Tav, Yeshua as the
	Annihilationism  (eternal punishment)
	Antimessiah/antichrist
	Antimessiah,  Makes or Confirms Covenant
	Anti-Semitism, Luther
	Apocrypha
	Apocrypha, Versions of
	Aramaic Peshitta
	Babylon
	Beards
	Bible Versions
	Bible Versions, Messianic
	Biblical Calendar
	Biblical Faith, a Judaism
	Biblical Festivals
	Birth Control
	Birth of Yeshua
	Body-Brain-Consciousness Interaction
	Breath of life, humans and animals
	B’rit Chadashah
	Calvinist-Arminian Controversy
	Celibacy
	Chanukah, Actions of Antiochus
	Chanukah, Celebrated  instead of Sukkot
	Chanukah, Eight Days of Oil
	Chanukah, Nine-Branched Menorah
	Cheese, Kosher
	Christianity, Pagan?
	Christian Scholars
	Christian, Title
	Christians who do not keep Torah
	Christmas
	Christmas Dinner
	Church Fathers
	Church,  missing after Revelation 4:1
	Church, word of pagan origin
	Cock/Rooster Crowing
	Commonwealth of Israel
	Communion
	Concubines
	1 Corinthians 6:9-10
	1 Corinthians 6:12
	1 Corinthians 7:17-24
	1 Corinthians 14:34-35
	2 Corinthians 5:8
	Creationism
	Crucifixion
	Cult
	Daniel 3:25
	Death, as an unconscious sleep
	Death, for Believers
	Denying Messiah
	Deuteronomy 6:25
	Dictionaries/Lexicons
	DNA Test for Semitic Ancestry
	Doctors, and Modern Medicine
	Dualism
	Easter
	Egalitarianism, Leads to an Acceptance of Homosexuality
	Ekklesia/Qahal (English word “church”)
	Elements of the World  (Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20)
	End-Times Revival
	Ephesians 2:14-15
	Ephesians 6:11-17
	Eternal life,  physically alive forever
	Exodus, date of
	Exodus, numbers of
	Exodus, Pharaoh  who did not know Joseph
	Exodus, route of
	False Prophecy Predictions
	Fasting
	Final Generation
	Fire Baptism
	Fruits and Vegetables, Kosher
	Fullness of the Nations
	Galatians 3:24, 25
	Galatians 5:2-3
	Gelatin, Kosher
	Genesis 5, 11 Genealogies
	Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), Kosher
	Gentile, Term
	Glatt Kosher
	God-Fearers
	God & Lord, Pagan Titles
	Good Fish, Bad Fish (Kosher)
	Halal Meat (Islam)
	Headcovering Garments
	Heaven, prayer covering offered by deceased loved ones
	Hebrew, Letter Pictures
	Hebrew, Pure Language
	Hebrew Versus Greek Mindset
	Hebrews 9:1-5
	Hell, Metaphorical View
	Heresy, Heretic
	Hour of Testing
	Hunting
	Illegal Drugs (Kosher)
	Image of God, Human Beings
	Image of God, Rulership
	Inheritance in the Holy Land,  Non-Jews
	Isaac, Sacrificed
	Isaiah 7:14
	Isaiah 24:5
	James, Name of
	Jashar, Book of
	JEDP Hypothesis
	Jewish Marriage Analogy
	Jots and Tittles
	Kabbalah
	Karaites, Karaite Judaism
	Law of Moses,  Binding on Christians
	Least in the Kingdom
	Leaven of the Pharisees  and Sadducees
	Leavening Agents
	Levirate Marriage
	Leviticus 18:5
	Liturgy, Hebrew
	Lost Sheep of the House of Israel
	Luke 16:19-31
	Lunar Sabbath
	Male Headship
	Mark 7
	Mark of the Beast
	Matthew 5:17-19
	Matthew 10:28
	Matthew 16:18-19
	Messiah, Confirms the Covenant
	Messianic
	Mixed Fibers
	Moses, Write the Entire Torah?
	Mushrooms, Kosher
	Nazarene, Yeshua Called
	Nephilim
	New Moon
	New Testament, Written in Hebrew
	New Wine, Old Wineskins
	Niddah, Laws of
	Noahide Laws
	Non-Jews, Inheritance in Holy Land
	Non-profit organizations
	Omer Count
	One New Man (One New Humanity)
	Original Order, Books of the Bible
	Pagan, Christmas and Easter
	PaRDeS
	Passover, Eating Lamb
	Passover, Egg on Seder Plate
	Passover, Objections  to Last Supper
	Passover, Traditional Seder Meal
	Paul, Name of
	Paul, Opposed or Not Opposed to the Torah (Law)
	Paul, Tentmaker
	Philippians 1:23
	Polygamy
	Preterist Theology
	Psychopannychy,  growing in adherence
	Psychopannychy,  motivation for belief
	Psychopannychy, term
	Public Restaurants, Kosher
	Purim
	Rabbi, Title
	Rapture
	Reformation
	Resurrection, Late Belief
	Resurrection, Sunday
	Revelation 22:14
	Romans 1:26-27
	Romans 10:4
	Rosh HaShanah
	Sabbath Dismissal,  Mark of the Beast
	Sabbath, Jewish Tradition
	Sabbath, Originated in Ancient Near Eastern Paganism
	Sabbath Violation,  Alleged by Yeshua
	Sacrifices in the Millennium
	Scripture Interpretation,  Basic Guidelines for
	Sensationalism, Messianic
	Septuagint (LXX)
	Smoking, Tobacco
	Sukkot
	Talmud
	Tefillin
	Textual Criticism
	Thanksgiving Day
	1 Thessalonians 2:14-16
	Tithing
	Tongues
	Torah, Before Mount Sinai (Abraham)
	Torah, command not to “Add to”
	Torah, division of commandments
	Torah, moral and ceremonial law
	Torah, only focused on
	Torah, Yeshua
	Tradition, Role that it plays
	Trinity
	Two-House Teaching
	Tzitzits
	Unclean Things, Eating
	Under the Law
	Valentine’s Day
	Violent Seize the Kingdom of God
	Women in Ministry
	Works of the Law
	Wrath, spared from
	Yeshua, Divinity of
	YHWH/YHVH
	YHWH, Above the Cross
	Yom Kippur, Fasting
	6,000 Year Teaching

