
Are you new to the Messianic community? Do you have questions about 

what the Messianic movement, lifestyle, and theologies are all about? 

Do you need answers on a wide variety of issues with some detailed 

information? If these are the questions you have been asking, then 

Introduction to Things Messianic is a resource which will definitely 

benefit you. 

 

Written to the new person investigating Messianic things, Introduction 

to Things Messianic is a compilation of articles which will inform the 

inquirer on a wide array of Messianic topics relevant to the current state 

and growth of our movement, including: 

 

• Is “the Church” truly a new group of elect? 

• Is the Torah or Law of Moses relevant for Believers today? 

• Who were the ancient Pharisees and what did they believe? 

• What are the ancient civilizations relevant to the Bible? 

• Am I required to keep the Sabbath? 

• What are the Biblical festivals? 

• Am I required to eat kosher? 

• Why do many Messianics use the proper name of God? 

• What do Messianics think about the end-times? 

• How do I properly grow in this new walk of faith? 

 

These questions, and many more, are discussed and detailed in 

Introduction to Things Messianic. This book builds on the foundational 

material in Messianic Beginnings: An Introductory Study in a much more 

thorough way for those wanting an in-depth view of these basic issues. 

Introduction to Things Messianic can be used for a single person or a 

group Bible study, as study questions follow each chapter. This 

publication can also be used as an excellent primer to other publications 

available from Messianic Apologetics. 
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Introduction 
One of the most critical elements of our faith is the need to be growing and 

maturing and moving forward. Where we are today in our faith needs to 

be different from when we were first born again and received salvation. 

Our goal needs to be striving for full compliance with Holy Scripture, and 

we need to be willing to accept truth, regardless of what anyone says. We 

need to be open to the will of God in our lives, and be sensitive to the Holy 

Spirit. We need to follow the life example of Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus 

Christ), who was the perfect embodiment of love and compassion, but at 

the same time kept His Father’s commandments perfectly. While the 

Messiah is surely the Source of our righteousness (Philippians 3:9), He is 

also our example of obedience to emulate (John 14:15; 15:10). 

Those of us who have entered into the Messianic movement and live a 

Messianic lifestyle, have had to keep these principles in mind as we have 

been seeking the Lord and His righteousness. The Messiah taught that “If 

you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 

it will be done for you” (John 15:7, NASU). He also admonished His 

followers to “seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33, NASU). If we truly wish to 

have the best possible relationship with God that is attainable, then we will 

love Him “with all [our] heart, with all [our] soul, and with all [our] 

resources” (Deuteronomy 6:5b, ATS). We will put the Lord first in our lives 

and have the assurance that He will direct our paths and show us what we 

are supposed to do. 

Seeking God is not always an easy task. When a person enters into the 

Messianic movement from an evangelical Protestant background, one can 

quickly discover that a substantial amount of today’s Christian thought is 

“incomplete” when it comes to the Messiah, His ministry on Earth, how 

He lived His life, and how His Disciples lived their lives. Yeshua the 

Messiah came to restore the Kingdom to Israel, He was a Torah observant 

Jewish Rabbi who followed the Law of Moses and who taught from it, and 

the First Century Jewish Believers likewise followed the Torah as their 

Instruction after His ascension into Heaven. The New Covenant is the 

promise of God writing His Law onto the hearts of His people by His 
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Spirit (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:26-27; cf. Romans 11:27; Hebrews 8:8-

12; 10:16-17). 

Much of this runs contrary to what many people in contemporary 

Christianity may teach or believe, as they instead often think that the 

Messiah abolished the Law. Many Christians believe that the only 

applicable or relevant Scriptures for God’s people today are the “New 

Testament” or Apostolic Writings. Many, unfortunately, do not have a 

Torah foundation for their faith and do not realize that it is imperative to 

understand the Tanach or Old Testament, in order to understand the 

Messianic Scriptures. 

But in our day and age as we may be approaching the return of the 

Messiah, many Believers have been led back to their faith heritage in the 

Scriptures of Israel, and to reevaluate some of the things they have been 

taught in the past. The Holy Spirit has convicted many people that the 

Torah is indeed for them, that they are a part of the Commonwealth of 

Israel (Ephesians 2:11-13), and that should more fully consider what it 

means to live as Yeshua lived. Many non-Jewish Believers, similar to the 

Apostle Paul in Romans chs. 9-11, have a burden for the salvation of the 

Jewish people, so they might know their Messiah, and we might all see the 

Millennial reign of the Messiah on Planet Earth begin. 

Admittedly, those of us who have committed ourselves to this walk of 

faith must place ourselves completely in the hands of the Lord. However, 

it is safe to say that none of us suffer from having a stagnant faith—as we 

are being continually challenged to dig deeper into the pages of Scripture, 

pray and meditate on God’s Word, and seek to know and experience God 

unlike we have ever known Him before! Hopefully, this is evidenced in 

our lives by a positive lifestyle change, which will impact others with the 

truth of the gospel via our good works (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

This study, Introduction to Things Messianic, is a compilation of articles 

which is designed to complement our book Messianic Beginnings: An 

Introductory Study. This publication is geared to be an introduction to the 

Messianic movement, but is much more detailed and theological than that 

previous work. This resource is more technical in some places, yet is still 

broad-sweeping in the wide array of content it addresses. This publication 

can also be used as an excellent primer to other publications available from 

Outreach Israel Ministries and Messianic Apologetics. 

My personal motivation for being in the Messianic movement is the 

fact that I want as much of God as I can get, and I want to be at the center 

of what He is doing in history. I will not settle for just doing what is 

“minimally required” for entry into the Kingdom, but I honestly want to 
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please the Lord because I love Him. I want to emulate the Messiah as much 

as I can, and I genuinely want to be a positive impact on others. It is my 

sincere hope and prayer that this resource gives you a good, detailed 

introduction to the Messianic movement and what we are all about. I hope 

you have a heart-felt desire to seek more of God and to know Him and 

serve Him the best way that you can! 

 

J.K. McKee 

Editor, Messianic Apologetics 
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