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would only have had to be offered a single time, and then never again. Yet, Yeshua is 
attested in Hebrews 10:12a to have “offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins” 
(RSV). Concurrent with this, our author once again quotes from the venerable Psalm 
110:1, indicating that Yeshua has sat down at His Father’s right hand, and is presently 
waiting to return to Earth to defeat His enemies (Hebrews 10:12b-13). Bruce fairly 
summarizes, “Christ...by his self-oblation has accomplished once for all what 
generations of Levitical sacrifices had never done...The sacrifice of Christ has purified 
his people from the moral defilement of sin and assured them of permanent 
maintenance in a right relationship with God.”224 

Yeshua’s single sacrifice has brought a permanent perfection to His own, which 
the sacrifices offered over and over again by the Levitical priesthood could not bring. 
This perfection is a permanent action, seen in the perfect verb teteleiōken, whereas 
being made holy or sanctified is a continual action performed upon Believers by the 
Spirit, seen in the present passive participle hagiazomenous. The ESV captures the verb 
tenses a little better: “by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are 
being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14). Ellingworth also might clarify for you what the 
“perfection” brought actually concerns: “[teleioō] implies the fulfillment of the...goal, 
namely an access to God which was formerly open only to the high priest.”225 Our 
author, somewhat repeating what he has stated earlier (Hebrews 8:8-12), will then 
once again assert how Yeshua’s work has inaugurated the New Covenant (Hebrews 
10:15-17). 
 
Hebrews 10:19 
“Confidence to Enter the Holy Place by the Blood of Yeshua” 

“Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 
of Yeshua.” 
 
Those who have been redeemed and spiritually regenerated through the saving 

work of Yeshua, can “have boldness to enter into the Holies by the blood of Yeshua” 
(Hebrews 10:19, TLV), even though such parrēsia or “confidence” does require God’s 
people to approach Him with respect and not dishonor.226 People in general being 
able to approach the Lord, in such a manner, is quite different from the condition 
present in the pre-resurrection era—especially as the high priest would not linger in 
the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement. The Mishnah specifically attests, “He did 
not prolong his prayer, so as not to frighten the Israelites” (m.Yoma 5:1).227 The high 
priest would simply enter into the Holy of Holies, perform his necessary duties, and 
then get out lest the people think that he offended God and God had struck him dead 
somehow. The high priest would enter the Holy of Holies with a great deal of fear, but 
Believers should have a confidence, in approaching their Heavenly Father. 

 
224 Bruce, Hebrews, pp 246, 247. 
225 Ellingworth, 511. 
226 This entry has been adapted from the author’s commentary Hebrews for the Practical Messianic. 
227 Neusner, Mishnah, 272. 
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